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| and oblige them to or the future, Unity 
©*2#4 Peace 2 Who 34-4 but of P Boon though in a mean 
Station, ay contribute ſomething towards thatiBleſſed Work. 
of Uniting ws and our Brethren together £ For it is the uſual 
ethod oy" Providence, to make uſe of the nnlikelieſt 
Agents, to to paſs the great Deſiens, "noble effetts 
Power and - Widows , That the G might be aſcribed 
to him alone, and 327% nome might partake with him in that 
which # all his due. 
-T beſeech the God of alt Wiſdom, Unity ane Peace; ro unite - 
4 all together, to reconcile our differences, te enlighten our 
under ſtandings with his Truth, ſan@ifie our wills an _— 
ons with his Spirit of Love. 1 beſeech His Divine Majeſty 
to preſerve in health and proſperity, our graciow and religious 
Kine, and bleſs the vealowe endeavonrs of the "m_ and great 
*. onncil 
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Conſpiracy and Yort Diſe of the erty in 
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The danger Diviſion in a Nation about matters of Reli- 


giow, ;and what perniciows conſequences it hath had in 
foreign Countries, and in this. 12 


CHAP. III. 


That there is Mes ſorrab!e cauſe of dividing from our Church, 
and that the moſt ſcrupulous Conſcience may and ought to 
conform according to the Laws of God as well as man. 20 


CHAP. IV. 


The true cauſes why moſt part of onr diſſenting Brethren will 
not Jon with us in the Worſhip of our God, enquired into. 
In particulars our differences chiefly conſiſt, and 
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Thus preſent poſture of Afairs. 
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CHAP. TI. 


The Conſpiracy Poe Deſigns of the Popiſh Party in Eu- 


rope, 4gain 
* #2Y. 


Proteſtant Intereſt diſcovered, with the me- 
ed by them to PIES the Church of England. 


HE true Chriſtian Faith in all Ages hath been endan- 
gered by the cruelties and furious perſecutions of the 
Devil and his Helliſh Agents. Since the Murther of 
the Divine Author of this Excellent Religion, there is 
no Age nor Kingdom but hath ſeen multitudes of his 
ſincere Followers, ſent after their Good Maſter. How 

furiouſly did the Phariſces rage againſt the Apoſtles! how barbarouſly 

did they handle the firſt Chriſtians! how many Conſultations and At. 

warn to ſtifle this Religion in its Infancy, in the Rivers and Torrents 
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A "F as gems | | -—I_x ed he Roman Empire, 
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Dioc/ef{ GRE Tears; it is impolliig”todeclare the number of 
( briffs Diſciples, murdered in all parts of Meir Dominions, in every 
Town and Hamlet, and in cvcry Province, Wie and: ſword, miſcry and 
rorments wexe the portions of all that w Old as to own this ſacred 
Namc. | 


Afterwards whit I,the Roman Emperors began 
to open.their  pcrceive BWivinity of this Faith,when they be- 
gan to drawWMEWhole World by MirReligious Examples, to worlhip 


a Crucitied STwwour »/the Devil ( wheſe Empire was thereby ovwgr- 
thro&n _) took other meaſures, and another courſe to deſtroy Chilti- 
anity;,and$hinder Its progreſs amongſt men. Inſtcad of oppolingthe 
whole Body of it, which had gaincd an invincible credit in the World, 
he reſolved topick quarrels with ſome of its DoCtrines, and to poyſon 
the Hypocritical Profeſſors, with ſuch pernicious perſuaſions,. as might 
ſpread to the: forming of a Party: for himſelf. No ſooner did the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians come out of the Heatheniſh Perfecutions, but this - 
grand Enemy of all Truth and Picty advanced amongſt them the 
Hereſics of Arius, Apollinarius, Neſtorins,. Novatus, Pelagins, and others 
of his Champions, who either-by ſubtilty or cruelty aſſaulted again 
ChrifPs Church afreſh, and raiſed perſecutions againli her in her very 
bowels, But Satan's Makce was never ſo remarkable, nor the Suffers 
ings of the Chuzch never ſo many, nor the Ploagg,and Combinations 
againſt her never ſo frequent, under the Governments of the Fews and 
KRomnng, 2s they have been ſmce the Apoſtacy of the Rowan Church 
from Chriſts true Faith, and its reception of the antient Hereſies. The 
Devils Throne eſtabliſhed in the Old Capitol, ſeems to be wow tranſ. 
| ferred to the infamous Vatican of Remee, the 

Cdrt. Tacit, (ib. 2. in fre antient abode-of the Whores, and the now 
Vitel. imperij. Seat of the Great Whore 'of Babylan : for 
| from this place it is impoſſible to number the 
Deares and Commiſhons that have been {ent to murder, deſtroy, burn, 
and overthrow Chriift's trace Church-on Earth. How many Wars have 
been kindled Hhow mandy Maffacres ated! how many Plots ſet on foot ! 
how mary Cructktics and Tragrdics have-proccedtd from the Reſolu- 
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tions and Orders of ici 
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Northern-World, th + £ Rint 
Scene to deſtroy Chriſt Ty! is oblera Et 
hundred years, there ” a Watid Err 


apntriver, ane reate ROO we of it. chicfly 
when Chbriff's Church andFPcople were concemed. For it hath always 
been the Policy of the Ron: Court, when the Princes of Exrope were 
grown ſo Rich or Great Hto give them a Jealouſie, to ſtir them up by 
their Nwncios to ſome charghlgand dangerous War, or to raiſe againſt 
them their diſcontented NeighbOls.. ance the Reformation hath 
ſeparated from them a part of E pe, a Wteliant Blood that 
hath been ſpilt, may be charged upan-the Pope and WifAgents. How 
many millions in France, Germany, Spain, and other parts of Exrope have 
been ſlain by the Papiſts / How many private Maſſacres and publick 
Wars have been _ and encouraged by them ! I dare aſſert, and offer 
my {elf to prove from a certain knowledge of the Hiſtories of former 
Ages, that in this Northern World ſince the tirſt Reformation, the Pope 
and his Papiſts have been ſo great Enemies of the Peace of Chrijtendom, 
that there hath been no War kindled, nor ſcarce any Bloody Sccne 
acted by any Authority, nor any noted Wickedneſs performed, but 
the Pope had there a hand, and was concerned as one of the chicf Actors. 
This unreconcileable hatred which he bears to Chrif*s Church and 
his Goſpel, inrages him and all his reſtleſs Agents, againſi this flouriſh- 
ing and happy Kingdom. Since the beginning of Queen Elizabeths 
Reign, how many hundred Plots and Conſpiracics have been ſet on 
foot by the Papilts again the Lives of our Kings and Princes, and the 
Peace of this Nation! This Land ſeems to have been the chiefelt Thea- 
ter of theix Cruelty and private Conſpiracies. Az ſoon as by the Good- 
neſs of God one Plot is diſappointed, another is immediately bzgun 
and advanced, to trouble this Kingdom. I ſhall not mention here the 
former Diſcoveries, that have been made of the Popes deligns againſ 
us, of our dangerin Eighty Eight, of the Cunpowder-Plot, of our late 
Civil Wars, of our Royal Martyrs Murdcr, of the Noble Blood that hath 
been privately (pile, and of our unreconcileable differences in Religion, 
known to be fomented by the Pope and Papilts, and many other cf 
their contrivances within theſc few years, tending to difquict and 
diſturb Chriff's Church amongſt us. I thall in this ſhort Tract give an 
Account only of the,preſent deligns of the Papiſts againſt the Proteſtant 
B 2 Religion 


Rome hath been the firlt 


ded Intelligence, that Þ 
Land the Acquaintance 
> within theſe twenty 
ſaltation and-a crafty 
Chriſtian Blood to be 
ſpilt in all parts< ” much more the carrying 
on of theſe deſigns will coſt : God knows What milcries and-afflitions 
it-will bring upon us. For the prevention If the miſchiefs intended 
againſt us in this Land, and our. Protgfiant Religion; I here offer this 
Diſcovery to the Public} much 15 neceſſary to be known, I pray 
God that our BeetiW&n"oOF the ſamie®Religion would. ſeriouſly. contider 
it, ſoas to-reanit&again with usinthe ſincere profeſſion- of the Truth 
and Worlhip of our God, that our Enemie: may not advantage them- 
ſelves by. our diviſions 3. for this purpoſe I'ſhall ſhew what this Popiſh 
Deſign is, by whom commenced, and who are chiefly concerned. 
Alexander the Seventh, of the Family of Chigi was looked upon as 
one of the greateſt Politicians of- his days. As-ſoon as he was. ſetled in 
his Papacy, he ſent his Nzncios into France, Germany and Spain, to re- 
concile the Popiſh. Princes, and toconclude between them ſuch a League 
as that they might be able to ſupprets the Calvinifts at home, and oppole . 
together. the Txrk, abroad. The differences between the French and 
the Spaniards were compoſed, by the Marriage of the eldeſt Infants of 
Spain with Lewis the Fourteenth, the yongett being given to the Em- 
peror, the Chief of the Houſe of Auſtria. This Peace gave leaſure to 
the French Court, and an opportunity. to the Pope and-his Agents to 
Work and Solicit the Ruin of the Proteſtants, by pulling down their 
Churches, and denying them the priviledges allowedthem before. Se. 
veral ways were then pzopoſed in the Aſſembly of Cardinals, anſwerable 
to the ſtate of every _—_— England was.then groaning under the 
Tyranny of an Uſurper dreadful to all z buta Religion wasthen 
here profeſſed in oppoſition to-Popery : The Kings. Majelty was in his 
Banilhment, It was. therefore reſolved to-get here ſuch an Intereſt iy 
the Army and in the Land, as that:the Papiſts might be able to make a 
ſtrong party, when time ſhould ſerve: for-that purpoſe, ſeveral Jeſuits 
were {cntover to ſet upnew Religions and divide the people amongſt 
themſelves, and tojoyn with the Army, into which they were admitted 
in.Qthces of Truſt under their uſual diſguiſes. ' A propefal had becn 
made ta oux. Gracious Soyerajga to draw him from the Truth, with 
| large 
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Papiſts, In ſuch 


large hopes of an uniy Ire. 

caſe to fettle him agai : FREE not tobe drawn to |» 
be the Popes Slave in 1, nor + be perſwaded to em- 
brace ſuch abſurdities Win hi engeand Reaſon. God there- 
fore performed for him his Enemies: vat Hfhpoſed; and reſfto- 
red to him his inheritance,as a reward of his Fidelity to Fruth, con- 
trary to the whole Worlds @pectation. When the Court of Rome ſaw 
ſo great a revolution in Mis Kingdom, and- the Proteſtant Religion 
ſucceeding to the former in the Church, when they ſaw no 
hopes of that Change they wi r, t tuas many Emiſfariesas 
they could to ſow the ſecds of div and our brethren of 
the fame perſwaſion, for the carrying on of their dammnable defigns, the 
ruin of our Kingdom and Church; againſt which they planted all their: 
Engins. A Conſultation was regularly had in London of the moſt ex- 
perienced and wilſeſt Jeſuits, who had intelligence with moſt parts of 
the Kingdom, and knew by Letters the poſture of all Aﬀairs, and the 
Peoples diſpoſitions: The reſult was ſent over to their General at Rome, 
and the Aſſembly appointed there for Engliſh Aﬀairs: From thence they 
received cvery month new Orders how to proceed, which: Orders they 
had a general Commiſſion to correct according to the unexpected acci- 
dents that might happen. 

During the late Civil War and Ufurpation, the Jeſuit had got 
many Proſelytes to his Religion by drawing them trom the Truth, cr 
cauſing ſome to caſt off all reſpect of any other Religion,but that which 
their ſordid Intereſt recommended. The Wicked and Antictriſt:an Prin- 
ciple of the former, and the prophaneſs and licentiouſneſs of the lattcr, 
made them. both ready to embrace Popery, as ſoon as it ſhould appear 
with any credit amongſt us 3 butall this while the Knave lurked under 
the ſhape of an Anabaptift, of a Quaker, of a Fift. Monarchy man, and 
ſometimes for. his Intereſt he would appear amongit the Presbyterians 
and Independents. The fcverity of the antient Laws, and the Peoples 
general hatred. of Popery and Jeſuits, ſuffered him not to. lift. up his 
Mask : therefore all his proceedings were private and ſecret, and under 
ſuch outward garbs, as hindred him from being, vitible to every eye. 

But as ſoon as the Kings Majeſty returned to his Crown and King- 
dom, the Jeſuits and Papilis were reſclved.to take other mealures: The 
fervices ot ſome of their Party, and the Authority of Crowned Heads 
emboldned them to appear amongſt us mw more Courage and leſs 

, 3 Fear: 
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ritul cemper was mitigated 
| Eon of their Religion 
without fear of punt i d.chen to deſire and 
pretend to was but the kxeedal If Religion, brt give the 
Devil an Inch andþ 'w | 4 a 7 n'E ir Wt aim and private con- 
trivances have always tendec ow of Church and State, 
for the better on of their purpolÞ$, they have endeavoured to 
have all the Intereſt they could make amougKkthe great ones, 

There was thagthree obſtacles to theixgrand Deſign not to be over- 
come on a ſudden; The Kings reali the Proteſtant Profellion, the 
Nations | aygrhen for "per fo pe] of _— and for Fear 
of loſing their Impropriatiors a -Lands 3 others out of a prin- 
ciple of 1 Religion, and the third obſtacle was the Parliaments Sincerity 
and Loyalty to God and their King, To attempt openly to overcome 
theſe impediments was but a madneſs, which could not turn but to their 
ruin. They found out a way to batter theſe invincible Bulwarks, and if 
not to rcnder them aſſaultable, at leaſt to prevent the danger they appre- 
hended from thence, the Peoples averſion they took away by degrees, 
by their officious and kind behaviour, civil —_— and uſual pro- 
fefſions of tidelity to their Prince, and care of the publick ſafety, honour 
and happineſs : by fpreading abroad both in the Countrey and the City, 
Books of their Religion with moderate Diſputations and Refutations of 
ours, which they gave to all that would hearken to them, or ſhew them 
any countenance or likelihood of embracing their ways: and by 
ſettling of Popiſh School-Maſters in every corner of the City, who en- 
deavourcd if not to poiſon the Children with their principles, at leaſt 
to give them ſuch a tinure of their Religion, as might remove the 
natural averſion. They dealt with every one according to his quality, 
diſpoſition and place. To the Great and Noble they ſeemed to be true, 
trutty and officious, to the meaner ſort they appeared with hopes and 
promiſes of advantage: and to all they diſcovered the Popilh Religion 
under the diſguiſes of pleaſure and profit 3 as many as were not well 
principled they endeavoured to debauch and corrupt, chiefly if they 
wcre in any place of truſt, that they might ſhew themſclves favourable 
to Popery and Papiſts, Some they would recommend and promote to 
placcs of profit, to Offices and Employments in Noble Families, and in 
the States to others they would give monies, and with all perſons 
they endcayourcd to ingratiate themſelves: caſting all the miſery _ 
troubles 
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troubles of our Civil War Predhytcriags 

conformity, to render th vod 15 g ang People. One 
thing gave them a jealky 2y Were ed to employ all their 
Skill and Art to'prevent pncaliation between che Epi(- 
copal Party and the iſts, endeavoured by the 


Kings Majeſty, and de & Nation, To hinder this 
conjun&ion, which doubgeſs;wonld' have; rover fatal co Popery in 
this Land, and break the xieck' of all their delignagithity labourcd to in- 
terpole between both, and toincourage the one-in higſtifnels, by buzing 
in the cars of the ſimpler Conte of unity, the corruption in 


the Church, the glory of Conſt ur Riigieg and their ingage- 
ments for the Covenant: and by tupbraiding the 1 knowing party 


with the Pcoples diſcourſes of the Miniſters bad Lives, unfaithtulncſs, 
unconſtancy, and the danger their Souls were in, if by their too halty 
compliance to that which their former Interett obliged them to exclaim 
againſt, they gave them a ſlender Opinion and an Atheiſtical impreſti- 
on of Religion it ſelf. To theſe they repreſented Conformity as the 
moſt intolerable burthcn, and the heavielt yoke could be impoſed upon 
them by Authority 3 and our Religion of the Church of England the 
neareſt in affinity to Popery, tull of Superſtition, if not of Idolatry. 
They accuſed all our zealous endeavours to bring the People to Unity, 
to be Perſecutions of the good Servants of God, and every ſtep that we 
made was flandered and diſcredited by thcſe men who had a deſign to 
advantage themſelves by our Diviſions. To the Governours in the 
Church and State they would cxclaim againſt the wickedneſs and dan- 
er of Conventicles and Non-Conformity. They reprcſentcd all the 
eformed Churches beyond the Seas, as incouragers of our diſſenſions 
by their Examples, and Government without Bithops 3 Calvin and all 
his Cetvinifts were Traitors, Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, Encmics of the 
Publick Pcace, promoters of Rebellion, inſufferable in a Common- 
Wealth, dangerous Confpirators againſt the Kings Perſon and Govern. 
ment; and whatnot. With thcle and ſuch like Notions they infected 
the minds of many of our Clergy, with an unjuſt prejudice again all 
the Religious Churches of God bcyond the Seas, and had not a vcry 
worthy Divine, | Dr. Durel, ]clcarcd their innocency by repreſenting to 
the publick, their diſallowance of our frivolous difcords, and thcir 
acknowledgment of us for their Brethren, and our Liturgy and Govern- 
ment, tobe altogetheragreeable with Gods Word and Will; we ſhould 


have 
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dn. However theſe 
te, = L into the 
nd drew them 
diſcords, and cauſed 
| ——_— 
443 are ndled: 
s, Indifferencies, Trifles 
the leſs we had minded 
les acquainted with our 
f one to conform, nor the 
To mcrate terms, than a ſtrict compli- 
Y dnfiderable anEilio's which che Publick Peace and 
Gods Olory might eaſily diſpenſe with, as well as Religion, CGovern- 
ment and Conformity it (elf, In all the publick Ditputations too 
much Gall proceeded from 7 eſaits hatred of us both, and their ap- 
prehenſion of our ſenſibleneſs of our own Intereſt, and of an union be- 
tween thoſe that differed for the moſt part but in ſhadows. However 
they laboured to raiſe ſuch a miſt between us and our Brethren, that we 
could not ſee to joyn together in one body and worſhip. All this while 
they advanced ſome of their own diſguiſed fellows - into Offices and 
Places of Truſt; and when they ſaw any perſon able to ſerve their 
turn, they would befriend him with their aſſiſtance in his promotion, 
and diſcourage all other perſons. When 1 lived near London, a Jeſvit 
an ingenious and a good Linguiſt, knowing my Skill in that and other 
ſorts of Learning, and how much I had been neglected in the Church ; 
though I had done good Service both at home and abroad, was ſent 
purpoſely to ſearch intothe Principles of my Religion, whether Iwould 
tavour Popery : could T have diſſembled with him, I might hive had a 
conſiderable preferment by the Jeſuitsmeans, but Jlichoſerather toabide 
11 a mean condition,and to be confined to the xemoteſk wilderneſs'of the 
Land, to a ſmall Vicarage of about ſixty pounds. per aunwm,, there to' 
bury my Talents, than to employ them in the Service of the Devit and 
the Pope. $444 IS. 
But all theſe indeavours at home, tended to the promotion, encou- 
ragement, and increaſe of the Popilh Religion, but arhongſt a few, and 
ſuch as darcd\ noei to-diſcover what they- were. | And. though it had: 
got ſo much credit, / that many:ingenious and gaod Protefiants could 
not endure to hear the Pope or Papiſts ſpoken againſt, or.blamcd for: 
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conciled with the Frenalliiis, * 
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-my Reader with any p 
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It is ſufficiently known that the WourFo an Uni- 
verſal Monarchy, and to hold by the Ptwer of the þ Bt the fame 
City governed heretofore by the Sword. The Jeſuits likewiſe have 
theſame aim, but with a pretended ſubordination to the Pope and his 
Authority; a meer cecovercd over with the Oath of blind Obe- 
dience, for this crafty and deviliſh Society, if it once get a Head will 
as eaſily forget their Allegiance to the Pope, as they do now that to 
their moſt lawful Princes under God. But neither the Jeſuits nor the 
Pope of Rome, now that all their Cheats have been diſcovered to the 
' World in theſe latter Ages, through the Preaching of the Goſpel, can 
carry On Or —— o great a Deſign without other afliftance, 
therefore they reſolved together to employ the old Policy of the antient 
Romans in Conquering Kingdoms, which was to ſubdue them with 
their Weapons, and by the Courage of their own Inhabitants, 

Of all the Monarchs ſubje& to the Roman Sce, in the end of Alexan- 
der's Papacy, none ſeemed {o powerful in men and money as the French : 
A Prince Lord of a flouriſhing Kingdom, and of a great Con- 
tinent;” but of an Aſpiring mind that would readily entertain the firſt 

als of hrger ions, and other Empires. Therefore the 

uits and the Pope, agrecd to _ him with the Glories of the 
orld, and to make him the Univerſal Monarch, it he would encou- 
rage the Popilh Religion, and declare himſelf an Enemy to the Prote- 
ſtant in and out of his Kingdom. This ſame Propoſal had 
been made to Philip the Second of Spain, when that Kingdom was in its 
Grandeur z ao0din order to its I ———_— he gratified the Pope 
with the and Banifhment of the Moors out of his Kingdom, 
with a y Warin the Low-Conntries, and-with the Maffacre of his 
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nd Large Kingdom, was 
She food (hl, "He feemed 
ary on the Popiſh Deligns in 
, Fe Toppreſs the Proteſtant Religion 
every * Tee aim in the laſt Datch War, asmay 
2ppcar by thewords of their Embaſſadors to all Popiſh Princes, chiefly 
m Germany and Spain: And in conſideration of this War, the Pope 
was willing to gratifie the French King in all his demands, in making 
thoſe men Cardinals whom he had recommended to him. And like- 
wiſe to ſhew his readineſs to cruſh the Proteſtant Party, the French King 
topleaſe the Pop? hath pulled down ſeveral hundred Churches, and op- 
preſſed the Proteſtants of his Dominions contrary to his former Grants 
and Promiſes. I could inſtance ſeveral known proofs of. this Agree- 
ment between the Pope, the Jeſuits, and the French King, to govern 
the World between them, and to aſſiſt one anether' in the ſubduing 
Exrope, and in Ruling it by this Trizmvirat. The Pope was to have the 
Souls, and command the Conſciences of men to furniſh him and his 
minions with what moneys they would have. The French King was to 
Govern the Bodics and command their Eſtates. And the Feluits by 
a compliance with them both, were to have a large ſhare in the Con. 
uexed Countreys and a great-partin the Government of the World. 
The Dwtch a fturdy mRR—__ and powertul by Sea ſtood in their way, 
theſe muſt be opprefied by a Nation no leſs valiant and firong : it was 
nodiffcult matter to blow up the Coals and(kindle a War. - unct 
vility of the former furniſhing daily cauſes of diſcontent to the hatter 3 
but when the growing greatnefs.ob the Freneh diſcovered to-as our own 
danger, and that our Prince became the Moderator of Peaceand War, 
ftopping this furious Champion in his full Career,it isnot _— 
what dif} the Popiſh Party conceived- our Ki Na- 
tion-; threatning ſpeeches, what furious expreffiorsdrope from 
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But ſeeing, that Protef | no 
the French to triumph 0 
their proceedings : a Peacel ticks; 
that they might have moe! throw 
this ſtrongeſt Bulwark of the was 
dangerous againſt a Nation ſo Couraglhegg ne and 
ſecret Conſpiracies muſt do : They had'noWlk Bane caſt us in- 
to a confuſion by a ſudden attempt, and the Maſſacre of our Prince and 
of his Subjects; and to animate us one againſt another. The Father 
muſt be ſtirred up againſt the Son, the Children mult riſe againſt their 
Parents, Relations and Affinity, Conſanguinity, and the ties of Fricnd- 
ſhip and Blood muſt be all {et alide to promote the Interelt of this Catho- 
lick Religion, and Holy Cauſe fanctihed by the Popes Benediction. 
The burning of the City of London could not deſtroy that Neſt of He- 
reticks, they muſt there be all Maſſacred therefore in their famous City 
that is ſo ſoon riſen out of its Alhes to the wonder of the World. No 
pitty nor compaſſion muſt be had of innocent babes, who might one 
day revenge the murder of their Parents, but they mult all, the Mother 
and the Child, feel the ftroaks and ſharp ſwords ot theſe zcalous follow- 
ers of Feſis, of theſe Roman Catholicks and Jeſuits, But how far 
did their fury intend to run? God knows. Once the name of a Pro- 
teſtant mult not be left alive in all England: Blood and Rivers of Blood 
muſt be {pilt to make way for a Religious Generation of Jcſuits, Fran- 
ciſcans,' Jacobins and other Fryers to plant in this Land and ſecure it 
for the Pope their Sovereign. Kings and Princes, Nobles and Clergy. 
Gentry 'and Commonalty, mult all be witneſſes ot their impartial zeal ; 
the whole Nation mult be deſtroyed. O Inhumanity! O H-lliſh Fury 2 
O unheard of Cruelty ! Bleffed be thy Holy Name, O Lord our God. 
for the diſcovery of their malice and rage againſt us, continue thy Pro- 
tection to our gracious Prince, guard him by thine Almighty Power. 
ſecure his perſon againſt all preſent and future Confpiracies, preſerve 
thy People and this' Church, and ſend ns all to be truly thanktul, and 
to retinite again in the ſincere wor!hip of thee theonly' true God, for 
Feſws Chrift ns ſake. Amen. This Plot hath been workmg many yea, 
7 C 2 and 
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> | W 
be danger of Diviſion Tr'a Nation about matters of Religion, 
? and what ;R- conſequences it hath had in foreign 
Conntries, and in this. 


chicf.intent of all Societies of men is Union, and'the Publick 
_ againſt all invaſion and diſorder, foreign and domeſtick. - 
For that purpoſe we gather. together in one Body and under one Head: 
we bind our ſelves. together-with Laws and Relations, we entertain a 
mutual correſpondency amongſt our ſelves, and pretend all to promote 
the general good of the politic cn Nations are to be looked upon 
as large Families where the Univerlal-Father, and all-the reſt are mem- 
bers of. the Family, highly concerned in one anothers good and preſer- 
vation.. All the individuals are united in onepublick intereſt in the hap- 
pineſs of. the whole ordivifion : therefore diſcord .isan apparent enemy 
to the Society, becauſe it oppoles the very intent of it, and 
open a Nation. to theſe following miſchicfs, and to their diſmal.conſe- 
ences. | 
*L. It weakens.the Society. and.People, and renders them leſs able to 
reſiſt their Enemies It is not to be imagined. what inconveniency a 
fmall diviſion will cauſe in a City:or. Common-wealch. As inthe natu- 
ral body a-head-achora light diſtemper :xenders the man feeble and- noe 
fit for ation, ſo the publick diviſions bring great. impediments to-thoſe 
proceedings that would: tend tothe Nations happineſs, . hovour, ſafety 
and peace.: and ought to be ſamuch the more vdious the more a well 
COM 


compact arg ſetled bad 
proſperous condition. *$,* * 

II. It breeds diſcontem: 
ſecret, occaſfions murmutihg 
many. times when they bh 
for it is certain that the 
muſt proceed from and cal 
commonly rob from us oo 
the Diviſion may be only in 
hinder a correſpondency in other palin zondency 
can neyer be hearty, and thoſe endeavour Emer rv. be fo ſuc- 
ceſsful and vigorous, when they proceed from parties,that entertain mu- 
tual diſpleaſures, eſpecially.in that very thing which is the greatelt tye 
of all human Socicties, Religion. = 

TI. It lays us open to all the attempts,contrivances and malicious de- 
ſigns of our Enemies. How eaſie is it to ruin a divided party ! to ſet 
and incourage one faction againſt another! And though the diviſion 
may obſerve {ome bounds, and not proceed to that extremity to which 
it naturally tends, it cannot be denied but that a crafty Enemy may 
caſily advantage himſelf thereby, and work the miſchief if not the total 
overthrow of a divided People, for there are alwaics opportunities 

iven for ſuch wicked purpoſes by the diſcovery of this weakneſs. In 

t, that Nation is-in no ſmall danger, and the miſchiefs into which it 

is likely to fall are innumerable, that is divided in ſuch a manner, that 

there is no hopes of union. Our Bleſſed Saviour foretells the fate of 

that Society or Houſe, that it cannet ſtavd, but mult needs of its own 
accord fall into ruin. 

But of all diviſions, thofe about Religion: ſeem to be the moſt unna- 
tural unreaſonable and ominous : faRtions and parties in the State may 
be tolerated when they aim not direQly at the diffolution of Govern- 
ment, nor the diſcredit or ſition of Authezity 3 in ſuch a caſe they 
are not ſo dangerous nor of that ill conſequence as to-give us an hot 
Alarm. And though they may diminith of that Love and Reſpect that 
is due to our Sovereign, by obliging us-to prefer an intereſt not agreeable 
with his and the Common-wealths, they are not ſo criminal but they 
may correſpond with our Allegiance to our Prince, 
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cend'fn g next to the ruin of mens 
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tual anda en that diviſion which is envicd 


and aimed W190 Wm. with the Government of the -Common- 
wealth, that there is no diſſolution of the one without the danger of 
the other 3 when all the other diviſions riſe in oppoſition to it, and will 
admit of no compliance with it, when openly and ſecretly they labor 
to diſcredit it and its lawful proceedings, incouraging the Fa&ious 
part to exclaim _ it and its injunCtions, and to endeavour to draw 
away the pcople from their relpect to it and its way of worlhip : what 
rational Soul can tolerate'fo palpable an oppoſition ? What Govemnours 
in the State can ſuffer Religion to be conterned and” trodden under 
foot with a publick allowance ?: Is it reaſonable that ſuch dangerous - 
factions ſhould have the liberty to increaſe and a& with the nce 
of the Laws and of the publick Authority ? When all the aftings and 
diſtaſts of theſe faQtions are not juſtihable amongſt-men of reaſon, by the 
Laws of God or the Laws of men, and all arc grounded upon prejudices, 
miſtakes and miſapprehenfions, and ſuch frivolous cauſes, as they will 
be one day aſhamed to own, when all masks and vizards ſhall be: pulled 
off, Is it juſt that the Rulers of the State in ſucha caſe ſhould coun- 
tenance ſuch pernicious proceedings, and give the ſtamp of Authority 
to Actions either ridiculous ir theraſelves,” or dangerous to the People 
committed to their charge. The' danger may ſeem lefs when they are 
weak and inconſiderable,-bur little evils are to be/ ſhunned and avoided 
as well as great,” thorigh they have not increaſed to an head, they de- 
ſerve no allowance, becauſe they are not able to prevail upon the ſound 
part, but ſhould be curcd as ſpeedily as may be; in the mean while for 
the publick-peace and quiet, the' execution of the Laws is ſuſpended, 
and by the wiſdom of the Governours they are winked at, bitall Faci- 
ons are not tobe eſteemed by what they can do, but by what they would 
do, Let the Principles of thoſe that are divided from us be enquired 
into, 
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into, let the- deſigns of th 
diſpoſitions be tried by 
diſcover ſo much datggaton 
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threatned as well as that ably 
grand Plea of all our difſer 
ence for the murther of Ky 
ligion by Hclliſh Plots and 
ſcience in the worſhip of hide 
ſaith he obſerves the Rules and DIRT 
Brethren have the ſame pretence in their mouths; fortieg@ oppoſition of 
Lawful Authority, and their incouragement in their divifion from us. 
But this plea that /is fo commonly uſed in the juitifying of the greatctr 
villanies, cauſeth us with good rcaſon toſuſpett it in lefs matters. Re- 
member, O my Chriftian Brother and Siſter, when thou {balt appear 
before the kmpartial Tribunal of the Lord Feſis, this pretence of thy 
Conſcience will not be able to ſanGtihe thee, and cauſe him to approve 
of Actions and Proccedings directly oppoſite to his Word and Holy- 
Laws. Though it may blind thine own eyes and cauſe thee to be more 
excuſable. before men, than if thou didfi a& againſt the follicitations 
of thy Conſcience : it will never be able to oblige him to allow of that 
which is evil in it ſclt, to juſtifie the guilty and condemn the innocent. 
Take heed I beſeech thee that what thou ſayett is Conſcience be not 
invincibk prejudice and hatred, or humor and groundleſs fancy, or it 
may be ſomething worſe, that ſtrong ſpirit of deluſion unto which God 
delivers fach as will, not be lovers of the Truth. For the better dif- 
covery.of the miltakes of thy Conſcience in this particular, Ibeſecch you 
my Chriſtian Brethren, to cxamin what miſchicts ſuch diviſion about 
Religion have cauſcd already in Foreign Nations and in this : the Hi- 
ſtories of former Ages arctull of {ad accidents, murthers and wars, de- 
» -- —_——_ calamitics of Countrics cauſed by the diſputes about 
igion. 

The Kingdom of the Fews flouriſhed and grew invincible under the 
Government. of Davidand his Poſterity 3 fo that all the Nations round 
about paid them Tribute. They might have fill continued in that happy 
condition, and been able to ſet bounds to the ſpreading Empire of 
Rabylon, had not Ferobaam under a pretence of Religion divided the 
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iiracions not to beparaleP'd in any othes-Nation ! It was openly con- 
feſſed by Titxs and their Roman Conquerors, that as their diviſions be- 
tween their Princes gave Pompey footing in their Countrey, their divi- 
{ions had brought them to utter ruin, and unheard of miſeries; for by 
this means they became inſtrumental in their ewn overthrow, and did 
more miſchief to themſelves than all the Armies of their Enemies. So 
that by Diviſion in Religion, this People of Jrael, who were affiſted by 
Gods Power and ProteQion, and favoured above all other Nations, 
brought themſelves to be the ſcum of the World and loſt their Land, 
being diſperſed into all parts and Kingdoms. 

The fall of the Roman Empire was brought to paſs by diviſion ; for 
that let in the Hwns, the Longobards, the Goths, Vandals, and Viſigoths, 
and all the Northern People into its fruitful borders. The Grecian Em- 
pire might have ſtood upon its legs to this very day, had it not been 
for their (enſeleſs diviſions in Church and State. The Sets and Here- 
fies of Arrius, Exnomins, Novatus, Samoſatenus and other buſy-bodies, 
let in the Twrk and his Mabomet, and in the days of the Emperor 'Hera- 
clizs when men were ſo divided and had fo diſputed all Religion and 
Truth out of doors, that the ſimpler and more ignorant ſort knew not 
which to chuſe, theſe wicked diviſions gave an occafion to that Arabian 
Impoſtor toſcet up a Religion of his own, which he recommended to 
them with the inviting and pleaſing Charms of pleaſure and profit : 
Read but over the diviſions and diſputes about Religion, inthe Citics 
of Conſtantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and in many. other places of the 
Eaſt Countries, and examin how many thouſands have been deſtroy- 
ed! how many crueltics ated! how many calamities brought upon 
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ſo unadviſedly contend. 
where are the flouriſhing Gl bs 
what condition are the Chrifttans-at I 
how much miſery, and under what erFFrannyes Wroan! The 
ccntemptible remains of all thoſe Antient Profeffors of Bur Religion, 
are oppreſſed with the Txrkiſ and Mooriſh Bondage. They have loſt 
all their honour and glory, their wealth, their priviledges, their Coun- 
trey and all their preſent happineſs in this life, their Eltates and their 
Children are at their Conquerors pleaſure. And though there are ſome 
yet: profeſſing Chriſtiavity in thoſe parts of the World, they diffcr in 
all reſpe&tsſo much from what their Forefathers were in former Ages, 
that they are able to draw tears from the moſt inſerſible Souls, when com- 
pared -with-them : as the building of the ſecond Templc did from the 
- Fews returned from Babylon, when they ſaw how diftcring it was from 
the Glory and Magnificence of the firſt Struture, And all this hath 
proceeded from this Wicked and Venemous Root, Diviſion in Religion. 
., Look into the latter Ages of the: World, and ſec into what contu- 
ſiontheſe diviſions about Religion have caſt Kingdoms and Citics. Thc 
Cities of Florence, of Naples and Milain in Italy, have often been wa- 
tered with-the Blood of their .Noblett Inhabitants, which che diviſions 
about: Religion cauſtd to be ſhed, _ The grand. diſputcs about the 
Guelis and Gibbelins troubled. all Exrope, and murthered more men 
than the crueleft Wars. In Germany what inhumanitics have been 
committed ! - -In the Low-Crmmries, how many Rivers of Chriſtian 
Blood: have been; fpilt under the pretence of Religion! The Spaniſh 
Maſfacres, the Duke D* 4lv2's Butcheries, arc ſufficiently known to all 
the World. 
. In Afrite amangſt the Moors and Arabians, the diſputes about their 
Prophets Impieties and their Falſe Religion, 
hath auſctd>oric of their awn: Writers toſay, Mali Brn-Hmer. a MS. 
Thae there-is nothing exafperares more the gle; .: 
minds of, men one -agaift another, than the differing : perſiwaſions in 
D Religion, 
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ons of the Albi and Nigri, 
ap: inſt the Reformed Pro. 
d. Treaſure of chat King- 
& aroſe from ſmall diviſions 
our late days, the refined Noti- 
ons of | omcics of the Axabaprifts, had almoſt 
caſt them itGACvil War. In Fraxte the hot diſputes between __ 
r4ldus and Du Moxlin had cantoned thoſe poor. Churches in the midſt 
of their Encmies, if moderate and wiſe men had not impoſed a- filence 
and obliged them to be quiet. In Bohemia and Poland, what ſtirs and 
difturbances have the Socanians raifed! In Germany, and the Biſhoprick of 
Marnfter, what wickedneſſes. have not the Anabapriſts comtmitted ! I 
ſhould be endleſs, if I reckon'd up all the Miſchiets, Blvod;: Tumults, 
War and Calamities, which ſmall and inconſiderable diſputes about Re- 
tigion have brought upon men in the Primitive Church, and: in- theſe 
latter days. Look only.into out own Nation,and conſider the kate Trege- - 
dies. acted by our own Countreymen upon the Perſon of their King and 
Nobles. . Look jnto the cauſe of theit unreaſonable fury, and you hall 
tind nothing, but their miftakes about Religionto have thus tranſported 
and carried -them to.that excels of. cruelty and rage. In\' Queen Era 
beths days the Separatiſts began to qu with our Diſciphne and Go- 
vernanent, and -laid a foundation for the Bzownifts, the Fanmityftry end 
their Succeſfors, to build their confuſed Bobe!. | Theix bold Pan 
in the Queens Reign, and.in, King Jamny's time, threatnedzhe | 
with the following diſturbances.in-the State; . The wſtlels Pavituris were 
always bawling im the. Peoplesears againſt -oar Charchiand its Rulers, 
and what pe did oy _ brecd !"but all foqmer difpates: were 
but ſports and plays to-the late diſputes abont* Religion onr Royal 
as days 3 Fon it 1s eehts Carden men have weatied themn- 
ſelves in diſputing about trifles, they try the caule apd decide the dif- 
ference a ncarer ,Way, With the dint of. thair Tharp favords.:: his was 
the end of our unhappy diviſions, weremember yet the lure Ciyit War, 
the Calamity under which the Eand groaned; the Difordess and- Miſe. 
ries that we and our Families ſuffered. This my gps 
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firing nothing but liberty eedom for 
themſclves and their way oy | | tHe 
to a head, their pretenſions we \M k ge all men 
to conform and ſubſcribe to all theif irregular andttravagancics. 
I cannot call to mind the fad condition: of our Church of Exgland in 
thoſe unhappy days without Tears, when our Governours were dc- 
ed, our Clergy banifhed with their Prince, our Nobility and Gentry 
, our Laws obliged to ſubmit to the power of the Sword, 
our Kingdom and Government in the hands of lawleſs Tyrants; Sc&s 
and Diviſions in Religion multiplying every day, and riſing out of the 
filchy pawn of the Jdluits, the wicked principles which they ſpread a- 
mongſt us to diſturb us, and puzle the weaker ſort'in the Notions of 
igion. All theſe Evils with: innumerable others, which we can 
- better xemember than ſpeak of, ſprung from your Forefathers Non- 
ity : And will not their Chidren be better adviſed ! will they 
itti w again theſame danger a_ their heads! will they not 
be ed to prevent ſuch miſchiefs for the time to come! The burnt 
Child dreads the fire. We have been already burnt and almoſt conſu- 
med inthe hot fire of a Civil-War. Shall we caſt our ſelves again into 
it 70x entertain the ſame cauſes that brought forth that ſad calamity ! 
Our;Enqnies took occaſion to blow up the coals into a grievous flame, 
who knows but they are buſily employed about the ſame wicked pur- 
poſes, and will caſt us headlong into the ſame miſery ! why ſhall we be 
{ fooliſh, (o mad, and:ſuch Enemies ofthe publick and of our ſelves and 
poſtericy,, a5 to 26ſt the Jeſuits and Romaniſis in their grand delign to 
ruin-us and our Nation! This proceeding of yours may ſecm very ſtrange 
my Brethren, and may cauſe a greater wonder when we have ſeriouſly 
conſidered and proved it to you. 
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iding from our Church, 
PACE wa and ought to 
mod as well as mar. 


| ſe-caufes to alledge for your ſepara- 
A 1 tion fronts,” WWeEand our Forefathers had to depart out of the 
Idolatrous Church of Rome,. your zeal would deſerve'a commendation, 
and none could charge you with the Crime of Schifm or Faction. For in 
fach a caſe you would have, in Conformity to the Examples and Com- 
mand of Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles, forſaken thoſe who had firſt for- 
faken him, and divided your ſelves from thoſe abominations, whereof 
the bclictand practice can never conſiſt with the Salvation of your im- 
mortal. Souls. But though''we and our Church are falfcly aſperſed 
with Popery and Popiſh Superſtition, the Accuſation is falſe, and fo 
ill groundcd, that it would not deſerve a refutation, were it-not:thav 
this irange conceit is greedily entertained by. many of. our Non-Con- * 
forming Brethren. The accuſation iscommonly delivered in grofs,' be- 
cauſe there is none-can juftifie this charge by 'any particular jyſtance. 
It is the common Practice and Artiof lmpoſtors and of abuſive Tongues, 
when they cannot-make good the objected crime, to bring their accu- 
ſation in this manner, chat their. malice/ might be leſs diſcoverable; and 
their charge _ weighty... = I _ be- decked: ro- bePo- 
iſhly affected againſt'our wills 3 we- difown this-charge-as @ pricvoos 
c—_ that bath no other foundation but the” pride and'unreconcile- 
able hatred of our Enemies. :' Did: ever any Church writernore ſmartly 
againit the Pope and Papifiy, than the Learned Divines of theThutch 
ot England? read over the thirty nine Axticles, aind Biſhop Fewlj and 
the Archbiſhop Laud againſt Fiſher, and:in-theſe our days read but the 
writings of theſe Learned. Diviges, of the preſent Biſhop of Lincoln, of 
Dr. $tilling flzet, and Dr. Pierce, and you ſhall tind that noye profeſſesto be 
ter enemies of Popery than we do.But methinks that this late Popiſh 

lot and all the Papiſts endeavours againſt the Church of England, ſhould 
juſtifie us in the eyes of all the World better than any Arguments can, 
that we are not Papiſisnor Popithly affeQed : can we think the Fopits, 
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and Jeſuits who are not Jak 
would have laid a Trained 
we think them ſo blind a 
foes ! would they offerto buy © Jt 
were we fo inclinable to Pa un 
ceive! what mad men arcY Eiand Jdluirs, Pc Cardiff) 
of Rome, thus to conſpire andpend fo much Treafure ſtroy your 
own Brethren! Did you notunderftand all this:while thatwe were all 
agreed ! and that we are ſo nelitxelated,; thee Wil dilhas &! Why 
will you needs murder us and ourt 'R F, 


oy and” kill us;:andour Children, 


” 
. why » 
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ur Renwion fake, when 

we are-as much or within a ſmall matter as mach Papiſts as you? I am 
afraid I ſhall never be able to perſuade neither the Pope, nor his Jeſuits, 
that we of the. Chutch- of England are ſuch Friends of Popery, as you 
my Non-Conforming Brethren would have us to be. - I ſhall be rather 
able to make them take us for Twrky and Fews, than Roman Catholicks. 
Wherefore then will you needs accuſe us fo falſely againſt all equity 
and probability ? What doyou find of Popery in us: and our Church ? 
Is it the Government by Biſhops and their Suffragans? It is poſſible 
that this Order eſtabliſhed in our. Church may give occaſion to the 
weaken ſort to look-upon us near a kinin this refpe, becauſe they are 
miſtaken in the Notion of Popery, and'in the chief and effential pro- 
perties of that Religion. God forbid thatall Monarchicat Government 
in Gods Church on Earth, ſhould be Popiſh and Antichriſtian. Then 
we muſt include the Primitive Churches fztled by the Apoſtles in 
Aſia, and/the Eaft, under the Government of Biſhops, to be Popilh alſo. 
Then: the: Grecian Church under the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, The 
za under the Arch-Biſhop of Alexandria, and the Antiochien, and 

Churches; and generally all the Churches of Chriſt in Conſt an- 
tines days and ſince, were Popiſh. © Nay, all the Fathers, St. Cyprian, 
St. 4nſtin, St.; Ambroſe, St:Chryſoftom, were _ _ 
Papifis as well as we and onr Biſbops, by that airy. ad Macceb. & Aug. in 
reaſon, For all their Churches were gover- Pſalm 45. 
ned by Biſhops, and « Monarchical Authority. 
The Calviniſts allo whom you ſay are your neareſt Brethres, are allo 
Papiſis, if this reaſon were good, for they wiſh that they. might have 
Bilbops to govern them in their a bas | Churches,. and that it could 
confilt with their (afety in the midi of their Enemies,- to have the ſame 
formof Government, as we have here ia this Land. Examin but their 
D 3 Letcers 
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df Peter M, Beza, 

em from the Aerably of 
pp of 'Froye in France, 
rottt Religion, and 
fived and acknowledged 
and others, as. their Lord 
My [think chem to be Enetmies 
-prieopy paſts and youu riuade us, for divers ends. 
But d ile poir FCburch-Govemment, be- 
tween £ "Y. ByTender Homage to the Pope as the 
—— | March on Earth, 'we acknowledge none buc 
Chriſti, and andertien ont Lavel Sovereign. : They differ from us 
much-in-theix "Epi Laws' which favourof Tyranny,” and menct 
ſo conducing to the eformation of mens' nianners, and the good of 
Cheiſtiatiity as ours. The-Narme, Prerogatives and Honours of the Po- 
pilh Bi arefor the moſt part yet continued to our Proteſtant Pre- 
lates, by the liberality of our Reli And is this the cauſe 
that you actuſc them of ? Do their and Riches grieve 
to-feethe Rulers of ibur Church appear with 


decency, ſplendor, and ot their Country. Iam ed 
that if the Kings Majeſty take from them Ga Linde, chk 
Dignicies, and fend cur Biſhops a you to beg their 
bread, as the Mendicane Fryers of Rowe: 


much more like the Papifis, than they are atpreſentz you would ſcarce 
ay —_—_ "cpinion of you 


— coſe ur Bits 1 


Goremaeas of Pope: tl. he voy ay 


Afar! to ſce theexcellent Order, Docency awd 
C_ tece from the abominations of Idckorry, Teri Monkith 
abſurditics. - 

But that you may acthefoſoancalliction.cad Drihors, { in a matter of 
ſo great a moment asPopery and Superſtition is : I beſecch you toun- 


gen ant Sn on s Eexces, whchebe 
Pore; Pore 2nd the Chart ET have rope gym of PFaichz by 


which-the Popes Autchogaty 
World; contrary to (ods 
Souls.. According wo thaw 
the abuſes of Popexp, the 
Merits of Saints, Indulge 
ranted but contraxy to ly Dodtrinc 
then accuſe us with reaſony hang gat 
Diſcipline al (Jovernuty ker 8 + X:ahe 
chrifaniſm. What'is there in 6ne/Govellhertor Chunth; 4 

co promate the Popes Iatereft ?: or:to.drawWiki away: fromChriſt,. and 


our | mon him andHhis merits ?- H fomettiing ofthe Civil 
Ro endeFahetatteC our Bidboys,. I ings angiFoen will 
preſume to appoint cur.Wiſe Princes, and Parliaments, whom they arc 
to ſettle in Authority: under: thern.. That proceeds {from our. Princes 
Will, whos Gods Vicegerent among us. 
. For.our Articles, bur Gatechiſia,” our Rubric and way of 'Worlbip., 
is a3 face from Popery as our: Covernment,: and Erdetatical Laws. 
For how can that be Popifh, which oppoſerhall the Exroxs-and Milakes 
of the Papiſts, 'which Fearheth co implore: Gods afliftance and directi- 
on, againk the Hereties and' Dcligns- afithe Pope; which was uſed in 
che Chriſtian Chkrrch: belive ever-the Pope. chimed-an univerſal ſu- 
intendency ?- How: can. that be':Popift which. agrees with: Gods 
Ward, and the Doctrines and Practices of -All the Reformed: Churches, 
Enemies of Popery ?- and whick their.moit Judicieus Divines embrace 
as moſt conſonant wich Faith and Picty. Search imo every thing Au- 
thoawed in-the Chuxch of E, d let the molt cefined Soul and 
quickeſt Eye; -tell-us under. whar Ceremony, oriirs what /Azticle of our 
ah, .or m what comer. of our.Rubrick,” or ip wharpart of our Devo- 
tions; th e any Colour. of Popith Superſtition. Ldare afhrm, 
2nd wilt: 0 prove, that moſt of: our Non-Conforniſts are far 
| erfatious and Popilh-in their Belief and Praftice, than any in 


More 
the Church of a4, fn thoſe pazticakars in which your Contor- 


mity.is required; What is there of Popery, of Superſtition, or cont 

to Reafor! or-good manners ? For- if there. be nothing, to be nized 
againſt; Why will yoa cot joyn with us'poar. Brethren? You cannot 
be angzy.with. Set Forma in " card ymnargay os our Saviour re- 
commended one. to us, 48 an Pattern'to diaw ours by... You 


may 


rs, but it you will (huc 
by had been pronbunced 
its affcred up,..and.-loath 
Demule you arc pinched 
"minced of the ſame God, 
offer up the ſame Prayer, 
Canyon geewill ſhew us any thing con- . 
p:Wbrd,” we will coat agen o__ 
; Sarah wgpractiſcd in Chrifks Church 
party was ifaabe World, and is a ſignificant Ggn 
ans,”to- embolden! and \encowageus be- 


uſed 'by. the:Pmmitive CRAt 
tines to wearand receive the marks in obr bodies, 'of- Chriſts Holy Re- 
ligion., :Be not offended at our outward Reverence, which ;we expreſs 
at the mentioning of :the Name: of - Feſws :. as we will not condemn you 
that omit chis reſpe&, judge not .us that obſerve it, nor 4ny.ather 
outward Action of the Affiſtants, : will not be laid to-your charge in th2 
Publick/ Serviceof God, if yountendondly:Gods Honour, i -I-kaow that 
meer Formality t6o vidble nrmany of our;Conformiſts, and thein appa- 
rent: Contempt of the outwatd Devotions, diſcavered:in their. Actiois 
.and Behayiour, is a diſcredit taigur Worſbipping of God, - and-4diſcou- 
ragetnent. of our diſferiting Brethren. As therefore they (hould take 
hecd how:they lay ſuch | withcir way. the others ſhould 
remembernot.to interphet every thing at thework ſthce,, am not to be 
diſtaſted 'at the:cxcHlerit /Prayers df our Church, becauſe of: the pro- 
phaneſs of. ſome -perſons that aſlift at, or ought to be patterns of our 
Devotion and. Piety. Likewiſe in the renouncing of the. Covenant, 
why wilt thou be ſo ſcrupmlous,or-rather headſtrong, tO maintainobiti> 
ately the/lawhalneſgof:ghatr which the- Kings Majeſty; and the Wife 


Council-of _ -Nation;; bave: 9s have ow or _—_— 
Oath, impoſed ,upon:the SabjeRs'agai knowp.Laws Land. 
Have not wedadickediyileen the wicked-ſequels of; thi _ har 


Combination? :;TheFruirs that this Tree hath barn, de 
the Nature of ig. We need:hot the Verdict of our Religious Governors, 
to. underſtand it to. have been an: unjuſt Action; contrary to: our Laws 
— for _— ſcen our avon —_— of both;! by 
thaſe very perſons:who required it from-us.: Why niultwelyet continge 
io- qurſniſtakes ?:1Neithet are the' words of the:.rebunciation ſo:firict] 
but that any: good - Chriltian, who intends but to demeais hinfelf 

G11 quicthy 


Gb that every one one £ 
cotnply with ſo mode 
But this A—_ f 
into Offices and fn. And 
reaſpniin the wotkd;that hich Svich anypublick Charge, 
ſhould'promiſe, not to cauſcany diſturbance in that Goverment, in 
which chey. are employed,'-and by which they are ſecured and their 
Eſtates from Invaſion. - Why muſt we be fo fond of a Scotch contri- 
vance, put into their heads by Richeliex and the Jeſuits, whom he 
{ent over purpolely to dverthrow the Glory of the Proteſtant Religion 
aq the Epiſcopacy. of the'Church of England; and to caft us 
w_ , in FIPIESE allifing them of Rochel againſt 


gy be the whitoneſs of the Surplice offends thy weak.Stomach, 
os. Cocience 3 and keeps thee atadiftance from our way of f Worthip. 
But —_—_— Brother or Siſter; that Religion conlifts not in colours, 
and wearing of Apparel: It concerns not thy Soul, if thou weareft in 
(Jods Sexviae, Whi e, Black, Green, Yellow or Red. If thou hadſt 
no 2 prejudi this Garment, ic would pleaſe thee as well as 
Black Gowns, Chicks whe Bur is it not a {ad ſign that 
luch attvial matter {hall cauſe thee to caſt off all reſpe& to thy God, 
$vd thee Authority of thy Govemouts- and becauſe of: a decemt 
eglaes ard-hebit, which thou -dott. but fancy to be unbeſcerning, thou 
(halt 3ohaſetall Cottununion: and: Comefpondency with thy: Brerkeer 
op Earth, and I am afraid ini Heaven too: For” 

they: fhallbe all cloathed in white Garments /'xev. ix. 14. chaps. 4,5 
3s Pricfis and Prophets,to offer up-cominually, Chap. ivi. 11. 

the Secrifices of their Praifes to God. 

In ſhore, for I am aſhamed to mention and mind you, my Non- 
Canforming par yn of the uſual Objections againft us and-our 
and theChildiſhcauſesaledged by fome of youſor your 
Toney ma Uikancefrom us,;.and refuſing all Religious coripon- 

With us. ) I beſcech you weigh ny, all in equal $cakes,/ without 
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pea 70 1cfuſe Confor 
four Chi dren and Ser- 
nceamongſt themſelves 
glit cauſes, did entertain 
your Houſes ; would not 
| hem'more peaceable, and 
yould of abruly Sos. and rakein others'of a 
quicter'@ 0n.%” Weyl you noemideaver toi ſilence their baw- 
ling, and When they cal$f1in your: Farnilles,// and" divide! iv-itieo 
parties in Contempt of your Authority; and. Commands, would':you 
not ſeek. to bring, them together, and oblige them:by:ſome way; ts 
reunite 'in One ? [This is: the :caſe of Chrilts Church-among us in 
England}, 1' lodk -upon the.,Presbyterian:.and ; Independents chiefly 
with forne other of -the more: moderate Non-Conformiſts,! to be our 
Brethren, belovging, to the. ſame }Eamnily,/Chrith our Lord. +;for'var 
Faith and Religion:t5;the ame. in effet;» moſt part of ourdiffererees 
are but trivial, childiſh and unreaſonable, about ſuch things hich 
concern not the honor of , th&Eoxdof the Family,” nor che' publick 
intereſt/go0d,and preſervation bfits whengonliercd inthedsfelves, 
Aud if there be any difſctericein cur:Retigion between chem avid/us, 
it is in ſuch matters asmay be cafily reoontilet ! when well ſifte@ our, 
andare not - Rt ry the Sdlyatiori bf mens” Souls. 
Our happineſs depends:not upon es,' peliures, garments, co- 
jours Gireng, crofles, {urplices, — ſuch like things which are 
indifferent - in themlelyes, and: were they. not: rien, t as 
well be omitted as obferycd: -It is therefore 4ſhame tor you'to:quurret 
— hriff's: Family, 1 mean bis Church; about 
fifies. No doubt but our wiſe Saviour will» talrſdmat coleſe 
ſpeedily, to difcover tay ourerror; and chaſtiſe us for ſach emyea- 
fonable: diſſcakons:in ſock matters; (as we may calily comply witli 
one another. -' 1 know your; common Qbjection againſd'ns-i8,' that 
in regard ſuch Obſervances, Cuſtoms, and Ceremonies, thatbrecd # 
difference beeween-us, are but trivial in themſelves, they ſhould not 
be)impoſed npon--you with that fixiftneſs; i 1n:Anſwer. to this, | in- 
treat thee, why Bnothet, >to 'conſiderthree things':! tirit, ctharyQon- 
Gernity140 oveiway;one rule and manner in'this Church is-abſolacety 
uceeſſary, for how «unbtſceming a thing it is, that one-Congrega- 
I ; ion 
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one worſhipping our God, Wabſolutely.needful aid beggming the 
wiſdom of our Nation.: Secondly, conſider that the way and method 
eſtabliſhed by the Governours in Church and State, is not to be re- 
ferred to the humor ofevery fancy,or of every diffatisfied and private 
pun : and thavit is reaſonable in ſuch caſes, as all acknow- 
ge indifferent-in-them{.lves, when one way is to be choſen, and 
others.rejeted, to'take that which the publick Authority approves 
of, and agrees with their . Judgment and Picty, whom God hath 
eſtabliſhed over us, aud whoſe office it is to appoint ſuch things for 
us to obſerve and obey. Thirdly, conſider that trivial and indif. 
ferent po mg ftamped by the Authority of the Nation, ceaſe to 
be ſo,. and become neceſſary to: be obſerved. That which is indif- 
fexent is it (df,: and but a trifle, is a greater invitation to you to 
pR_ and renders your ſtifneſs more inexcuſable, but in regard 
is cammaided by Authority, I am bound to obey. The indif- 
a __ omen ſhould think ita crime, and a _—_ of Gods 
w, Of Obeying t iftrate for Conſcience ſake, If 'in things in- 
different 1 preferred mine own partial humor, _ Chamnnls of 
my. Prince:a6d: Governors. And wonder.not if.they require ſo 
i ee pron inthis licen- 
men-of corrupt any h to difpute'againſt 

and contenin itsHjunRions, under the — of Reli- 
wileſt,, whom God hath appointed overus to preferibe it, 
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cu 


in the worſhiping of Ged and moſtjagreeable withGods Glory, and 
the Nations Honor, Credit, and Advantage : Therefore _ can 
be. no Superſtition in them, . to require our exaQtobedicnce to all the 
Rules which they judge ito be juſt and beſt befitting var Piety, and 
in-us to yicld it:in'thibgs indifferent in'themſdlves, asſorhe fooliſhly 
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mongſt us. 

Conformity, accondingto-the Lawsof the Land, is plajuly requi-- 
rod from every perſon. To fet therefore Phacrs in ofpo- 
ſition to Authasity, 'and che Service 6F'C 
_—_ ww of theſe _ To haunt and 
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1c! frogs and theirocher uncharitable Cenſures rm wry 
ipy by. which. we. are diſcredited, Gods a Ian 
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and the ſincerity .and,.in < ln Governours' Sh 
ices, milrepreſe ics; Aa If aw. Thou felt 
2 great injuſtice tor then RES” 247 Xx pal” xhxiv. 
vancivg the incexelt cf tha efds, 40 nak AFS 40, 17, Wt x. 16; 
firue our aQions,to faſteriiioy us Cnittespte .  ..-/ + 
endeavour to diſcredit uFWwd our Profeſlion ror Bethe wrong, 
done to us their brethren, they blind the eyes, and lead into error 


= 
FIN 


and miſtakes, _ poor ignorant and well meaning Souls, where- 

by true Religion is lighted, and FaQtion and Schiſm up, to the 

_ _—_ many perſons, and the diſhonous of our Re jon 
Church. 


But their. other pratices though never fo well colonred in the 
eyes of men with pious pretences, are contrary to Gods Laws as 
well as mans Decxees. That this may better appear to you: conſider 
theſe following and undeniable Truths, gathered our of Holy Scri- 


L That it isthe duty of every Chriſtian, to ſeek as well as to pray 
for the Peace of Gods Church. Pſalm. cxxii. 6, To endeavor to be 
at peace. with all chat profeſs Chriſtianity in Truth. s Thefſ. v. 13. 
That peace is a precious Jewel, which we ought carefully to ſeek and 
to prcderve. |2: 2&4. i. #1. That wethould abfiain from all thoſe 
| ao rr 0 pr Brethxens Peace, Mich v. 50. That we 

follow after the chings that make for. Peace. Rom. xiv. 19. 
That it isthe of heavenly wiſdom, to. be peaceable, genic, 
ealic cobeentreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypoarike. James iii. 17. And many other paſſages, 
call us tomind in all our ations, the peace and pablick quiet of the 
Chunch and where we live. Now that Non-Conformity 
hath been the ſad occaſion of much difturb#>ce in this Nation, of 
Tumules and War, and that if continues todifſociate our minds and 
intereſts one from another, to the general unquictae(s. of this poor 
Church, ts thac which none can well deny. 
.. IL That&Y unncceflary and avoidable a&tions and proceedings, 
whereby firite, debates, covy, hatred, malice and variance, arc en- 
textaincd 1 ſt aen, axe contrary to Gods Laws, and the Blefed 
Revles of the Grolpel. That teacheth to be like minded one towards 
another 


a 1Xv,' 5. To conſulc 
19Mlaur Actions, WE | y ne towards another, * 
Zo SOS. NCT. « ball diftaſts, and to fiudy 
to aAvAnce thet? T f ſtiaps, amongſt whom we 
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HI. regret comply with allRules, Rites and Ceremo- 
nies cfiablifhed in the Church, if. they be not direQly againſt Gods 
Glory, or the Salvation of Mens Souls : or, if they'be not expreſly 
forbidden. im-Gods Holy Word, or contrary to it. This is confirmed 
tous by Chtifts own Example, who conformed to the harmleſs and 
indifferent InjunQtions of Men, to avoid all ſingularity for in the 
Celebrating of the-Paſchal- Lamb, he cat it-not ſtanding as Moſes 
commanded, but lying down upon a Couch, Matth. xxvi. 20. Mark, 
xiv. 18, Hecauſeda Hymn to be ſung, which .was a Jewiſh Ordi- 
nance. Chriſt alſo conformed himſelf to the. Synagogue-Worlbip 
eſtabliſhed amongſt the Fews by an Human Authority, whichoay 
Bleſſed and peaceable Saviour was fo far from difapproving, that he 
expreſly tells his Diſciples, that they who had made that Otdinance 
fit in Moſes Seat, all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
and do. Matth. 'xxiii. 2, 3. '- And in many other 'particulary of'as 
high an importance as theſe which caule yon, my Non-Conforming 
Brethren, to ſeparate from us, 'this Divine Saviour teacheth you by 
his good Example, to avoid- fingularity, to obſerve the Rules and 
Color intcd in the place-where you live z and not forfuch mats 
ters as; endanger not in themſelves your Salvation, to: caufethat di- 
ſturbance that will infallibly indanger the Churches Peace and Unity, 
and begetin your Souls thoſe vices and dilte which 
are not agreeable with our Chriſtian Religion, and preſent intereſt, 
or our furure hopes of Salvation. | 

. IV... That all: difobedience:to- the Magiſtrate in things not cons 
trary to Gods'Word and Will, is unlawful and forbidden by S. Pax, 
Rom. Xiii. 1, 2+ Let every Soul be ſubjett unto the bigber powers. For 
there is no power but of Ged : the powers that be, are ordained of God. 
Iiibaſoever therefore refiſteth the power, reſiſtetb the ordinance of God: : and 
they las refit; ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. A paſſive obedi- 
enceisnot ſufficient where an active is required, and may and onght 
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to be yielded.  Andthdugityean Wo ngt,actually relift at preſent the 
Civil Magiſtrate; .alhNowfWnformigg ind of reliltance 3 take 
heed therefore thax:by*tFoppd ader not rourditives 
liable to the Curſe,and (o Aja bi Tovercly 
threatned. In the third Chapter to? [eh rſt, he deſires him 
to.put his people in mind/to be ſub ©: palitics ahd Pow- 
ers,ito.obey- Magiitrates, 'and.to be ready to Wirygood work. : And 
to the Hebrews St. Paul ſpcaketh more. pertinently to dur -purpoſe, 
Obey them that have rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that may do it with joy and not with 
grief, for that is unprofitable for you. And St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. Chap. ii. 
verſ., 13. calls upon you, ts ſubmit your ſelves to every Ordinance of 
Man without the exception or diltinction of Civil or Eccleſiaſtical 
-mattexs,: andthat-for the Lords ſaks, whether to the King as. Stpream, 
or unto Governors, far ſo is the Will of -God. '- Are theſe Commands of 
any force vr: Authority with you' my Brethren? 'Are you not "there- 
by required to'Conform to the Laws, Ruks, in Conſtitutions of 
Gods Church amongſt us, -enjoyned by Authority ? are: not theſe 
Ordinances of Men which you ought to ſubmit to ? Therefore 
none . of you can refuſe an obedience to them; without violagi 
Gods Laws, and breaking the Sacred Rules. of the Goſpel. I cou 
inflancge many other Examples, Precepts, Gommands and. Entrea- 
ties, out of Gods Holy-Word directed to you, to wiſh, require, and 
deſixe you to be at Unity and Conformity with. ns your Brethren, 
eſpecially;in the Publick Wotſhip of God and to ſex aide all. preju- 
digg] ang partiality,. wbereby you axe hindered” from ſeeing and em- 
bacipg tie Toab,; Whatis it, therefore that keeps .us at luch a \di- 
ſhanee,2.; bs it your, Conſciences?. How can; you Conſciences oppoſe 
Gods Word and--WiYl 3s it Gonſciqnce.that 'obliges youto be jsre- 
gular in your practices, and reject us as ProphangandJdglatrous, wha 
labor.in all reſpefts,' to be:conformable to the Holy Rrecepts: of the 
Goſpel? Is that Conſcience in a word that teacheth,you tobe. diſo- 
bedicnt tothe Laws of God and Man? And to breed a diſturbance 
ina Church and Kingdom for:ſuch frivolous avd idle matters, to the 
encouraging. of -oux Rnemies ;againſ};us, ,to conſpire the maiua of- qur 
Ki Countrey? For Gods fake as well as for your awn lakes, 
mike Religions ſake, and the happineſs of your Poſterity,' deceive, 
not 
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Spirit that governs them. is advice gncd for the peruſal of 
a more moderate ſort,” a of more more,traQable 
and ſociable, who Fai S, And expect the 


ſame Salvation by the ſame means, the M Chriſt and good 
Works. Theſe alſo have their pleas and excuſes to hide that which 
is not juſtifiable by Gods Word and right Reafon, Their not Conform- 
ing 'with us in the ſervice of God and Duties of Religion. But whatever 
be their pretence, theſe are the truecauſes of their obſtinacy, and our 
unhappineſs. 

The firſt and chiefeſt are Prejudice and Partiality, proceeding trom 
Education, a long cuſtom in, and an acquaintance with that irregular 
way, which they are ſo fond of. Theſe are wont ſtrangely to prepoſleſs 
mens minds, and blind their judgments againſt the moſt apparent 
diſcoveries of Truth. The late Uſurpation and Anarchy in the 
Church, let in another Government, and other Orders, unto which 
many that are accuſtomed, cannot fo readily prevail upon themſelves 
to embrace, what they fancy to be contrary, chiefly in ſo delicate a 
buſineſs as Religion, in which their ſincerity makes them conſtant 
and faithful to the meaneſt cixcumſtance. But I would entreat you 
my Brethren to reftihe your miſtakes by a diligent enquiry, for wc 
defire you not to forlake your Religion, but to profeſs the ſame ac- 
cording to that moſt excellent manner, that the Wiſelt and moſt 
Religious Governours of our Kingdom, have thought fitting to 
preſcribe to us. Search into our Belick and Praftices, ang.ſee that 
We agree as well as you with the Holy Records of Gods Word, wc 
have the ſame Faith,the ſame Sacraments the ſame God and Saviour, 
the-ſame initiation, and we are deſigned for the ſame End and Glo- 
ry, what a pitty it is that we ſhould be divided in the way ! Beſides, 
all the occaſions of your prejudices proceed from miſtakes, and miſ- 
apprchenſions of us. Theretore for the prevention of this evil, take 
not things too much upon truſt, but give your ſelves the ſatisfaQion 
to examin our way, and the reaſons we give for that which you ob- 
je againſt us ; converſe with us in our Devotions, and think not 
that you ihall be dehled to pray with us to the ſame God. If your 
tender Conſciences will ſuffer you to hearken to reaſon, and to aſloci- 
ate your ſelves with us in our Public Worſhip : I am perſuaded that all 
prejudice and partiality will ſoon vanith at = clcar Sun-ſhine of the 
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upin their Error.. So that they are not eaſily reconcited to the moſt 
apparent Truths, An Example we have in the Phariſces of old, 
whoſe obſtinacy in oppoſing Chriſt and his Goſpel is molt remark- 
ablez as therefore this plea is not allowed by Gods. word in ſuch 
caſes, I would adviſe every good Chriſtian to have ſome other xea-. 
fon ready for his Acons, than bare and naked Conſcience, which is 
fo apt todeccive our ſelves and others in this corrupt Age. 

IF. Others. of the ſimpler and more hypocritical fort, arc kept in 
their Non-Conformity, by an inclination to _ and a Sebere 
to gain the reputation of being more preciſe and more religious than 
their othgr Neighbours as it that were the only way to feera rcligi- 
ous to men, tocalt offall reſpeds to the Religion of the Countrey ; as 
if they. had no other means to purchaſe this efteem, but by their con- 
tempt of the ordinary Acts of Devotion, and of the Society in Gods 
worlhip, of the common people. This folly is entertained by too. 
many of thoſe, who have mare regard. to the outward garb, than to 
the inward reality, and are more afraid of dehiling themſelves with 
ether mens ſins than theix own,, Theſe pretend the wickedneſs of 
the times, the viciouſneſs of fuch as aſbi at Prayers, and publick. 
Ads of-Piety : and it may .be the Miniſters weakneſs in manners 
and abilities, as juſt cauſes of their ſeparation from us z however they 
think thereby to anſwer their end, to oblige others to look upon. 
them as more Holy and Angglical than theſe, whom they deſpiſe, 
whiles theis, heartsare full of hatred, malice, envy, pride, vanity, and 
mary 
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many times you may pexceiye in them the Devil of Hypocriſte, that 
hath a worldly intereſt tomianage by this fond conceit of preciſeneſs, 
with which the poog Seul endeavors to deceive it ſelf and others, 
for that intent as the boaſting Phariſce of the Goſpel. To cure this 
kind of Lunaticiſm in Religion. I would adviſe the diſiempercd to 
ſeek but into their own Souls, and underſtand themſelves better, and 
it may be they would find there more cauſe to lament at their own 
corruption,than to exclaim _ the viciouſnels of others ; I would 
adviſe them to take heed of being more ſevere againſt their ſinful 
Brethren than God, and to conſider that by partaking with the 
vileſt of men in Holy Duties, thou art not pgrtakers of their negli- 
gence, prophaneſs, and other Crimes, unle(s thou followeſt their 
vicious Examples: That thy Picety and Humility will be ſo much 
the more acceptable to thy God, and pleaſing to men ina publick 
Congregation, the more it excels the reſt of the Aſſiſtants : That 
other mens unworthineſs ſhould be fo far from ſcaring thee from 
performing thine obligations to God and his Church, that it ſhould 
animate thee the more with an inclination to promote Gods glory, 
and keep up his worſhip in the eyes of the world, with that due 
reſpc&t and reverence, which other men negle in their conſtant 
attendance upon this Holy Ordinance : And that it is a moſt ridi- 
culous perſuation, to fancy thy (elf able to obtain the eſteem of Holy- 
neſs, by the omiffion of the duties of Religion, and by a ſcorntul 
negle& of the incouragements of Holyneſs and Piety. 

HL Another cauſe of many of our Brethrens refuſing a Confor- 
mity with us in our worſhipping of God, is a too zealous affeQtion 
for a Party, or for the Name ofa Party unto which they have devoted 
themſelves. This faQtious humor procecds out of ſome diſpleaſure 
conceived againſt us, our perſons or our way, or out of a propenſicy 
for that Party which they embrace in oppolition to us. And many 
times they are ſo fond and blind, that they give not themſelves the 
trouble to examin the differences between us, but reſolutely embrace 
Presbytery or Independency, and addict themſelves to theſe empty 
names for no other cauſe nor reaſon, but becauſe they have an incli- 
nation for the Sect, or only for the Name of the Set, I dare appeal 
to the judgment and inquiry of the more reaſonable perſons amongſt 
them, whether this be not the cauſe of the ſeparation of many from 
F.2 us? 


b——_—— 


26 = eaſonable "Dame 
: voi, a W- " 


w ndreal difference be- 
d_ form and garb they 
cy are, and yet 


us ? 1 am perſuaded that moſt of th 
tween us and them, but only in the 
underſtand not what Presbytery and Indagend 
they are in appearance ſuch rigid Presbyteri and Independents in 
their outward behaviour, that by no mearls will they be perſuaded 
to comply with us in the leaſt punCtilio. Theſe are commonly 
the greateſt Enemies of Unity, whoare thus led on by blindneſs and 
ignorance. Thcy are the moſt anreconcileable flanderers'of our 
Worthip and Government 3 upbraiding us with the Miniſters vici- 
ouſneſs, the Peoples formality, and other trivial matters, which diſ- 
cover. more hatred than reaſon, in their carriage to us. To this 
kind of Non-Conforming Brethren, whom St. Pax checks for thcir 
carnality, I recommend that Chriſtian moderation, which the ſame 
Apoſtle wiſhes to the Corinthians and his other Diſciples, and co re- 
member that their furious Devotion tor their ſeveral parties, agrees 
not. with that Devotion, which they ſhould have for Peace, for Reli- 
ion, for their Chriſt and his Intereſt. That their eſpouling of a 
aGctior,. divorces them from this good Saviour, and renders their 
Souls unfit for a Communion with him here, or hereafter. . And 
that they ſhew themſelves to be the greateſt Enemies of Truth and 
Concord, when they thus engage themſelves deſperately.in the en- 
couraging of a Party, without underſtanding the depth and deligns 
of it. No doubt but if theſe men had but as ſincere an inclination 
for Truth, and the Publick Peace, they would bc- as averſe to theis 
Sets, as they are now forward to promote the intereſt of them. 

IV. Another ſort are preingaged by a worldly intcrelt, and kepe 
from a compliance with us, for Far. of croſſing or loſing that ad- 
vantage which . they. reap from a Non-Conformity, or from their 
Acquaintance with the Non-Confortmitts. Too many I underſtand 
are kept from hearkening to their Reaſon rand Knowledge, of the 
Lawfulneſs of our. Wortbip, and their Duty to God and Man ; by 
that bewitching thing Seeming Intereſt, But fuch men value more 
their preſcnt profit than their tuture hopes, and prefer the vanitics 
of the Earth, to the unſpeakable advantages of Heaven, which they 
might reaſonably expect from an obcdience to Gods Laws. Their 
condition I reckon to be very deſperate; for however they may look 
upon this Sin with contempt, or think their rctuſal of joyning with 
us 
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us deſerves leſs blaine; becauſe.they ſide with our Brethren of the 
ſame Religion; yet"iw-xegagd that they ſtand in oppoſition to us, 
and diviſion is thereby engouraged in Chriſts Church: This their ſin 
of Non-Conformity is fo much the more hainous, becauſe they 
know their Duty, and refuſe to practiſe jr, for fear of parting withan 
advantage which they might probably loſe, did they forſake their 
FaQion and Party. I would intreat theſe men to weigh the words 
of our Saviour, directed toſuch Idolaters of worldly intereſt : He that 
denies me before men, him will I deny before my Father which is in Heaven. 
And to remember that Chriſt is ſeemingly denied, when we refuſc 
Communion with ſuch, whom we know to be real Chriſtians. and a 
compliance with that Lawful Worihip, which is agreeable with his 
Word and Will. 

V. Another hinderance to the Non-Conformity of ſome of the 
more Learned and Wiſer ſort, are thoſe who either think themſelves 
ſoor defire to be {o eſteemed, is Shame. The ſhame and reproach of 
the world, which they juſtly deſerve for complying too much with 
the irregularities of former times, cauſeth them-to continue conſtant. 
in their Errors, for fear of conteſſing their guiltineſs by a change, 
though for the better. I conceive that their judgments were then 
over-ruled by the Authority and Currant of the times, and perſwaded 
to condemn that Government and Worſhip, which Rcbzllion was 
reſolved to pull down, being inſcofibly:drawn in to-fide with that 
Enemy of our Laws and Liberties. Now therefore, that this ſame. 
Government and Worſhipi is by Gods good providence recſtablithed.; 

"they are aſhamed to confeſs their former weaknets, to diſcover any 
unſerlcdneſs in their .minds; they chooſe for this purpoſe rather to 
peifult in their miſtakes, than to acknowledge them by a recantation. 
Such men conſider not that obltinacy in Errors is a great aggravation 
of a Crime, and that to confirm now wiltully. and reſolutely, in op- 
poſition to Law, and the dictates of their.Conſcience, what the nc- 
cciſity of the times forced them to ſubſcribe to, is a moſt hainous lin, 
nearrelated to that of the Holy Ghoſt. However our Saviour Chritt 
highly condemns ſuch men, in the Goſpel according to $. John, Ch. xii. 
verl. 43. For loving more the praiſe of men, than the praiſe of God. Fox 
having a greater regard tothe approbation of their tormer dilciples, 

than to be approved of by God, for their ready compliance with 
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their duty and his Divine Laws. * Truth is to be always acknow- 
ledged by all the Diſciples of Truth, and maybe denicd in little 
matters as well as in great; but in matterg&& Religion, of the publick 
Peace, of the Service of God, and the Unity of Chriſts Church, 
every Truth is of a great importance 3 to ſtand ſtifly in the denyal of 
it, to refuſe a compliance with it, to oppoſe it obſtinately, and con- 
tinue in that oppokition till death, is a wickedneſs that I j to 
be unpardonable before God, as it is inexcuſable before men. | [Such 
perſons to ſave their credit, care not how they damn their Souls : 
and for fear of the reproach of men, run themſelves into the danger 
of forfeiting their God and happineſs, together with their intercſt 
in his Church by a wilful ſeparation. I intreat theſe my Brethren 
to take heed how they deny, or oppoſe that which they know to be 
Juſt or True, forthe God of Truth is a revenger of all oppoſition to 
it. A ſmall liberty that men give themſelves in an error or a vice, 
hardens them in it, and draws them inſenfibly into greater and more 
hainous, and the longer men continue in them, the leſs able they are 
to repent and amend. 

VI. Some ef the wiſer ſort were firſt perſuaded to oppoſe the 
Church of Englaad, and to refuſe Conformity to its late cſtabliſh- 
ment, becauſe they had: been fierce and unadviſed difputers and 
contemnners of it, during. the late Uſurpation. And now they 
would not comply, not fo much for fear of reproach as the for- 
mer, but for fear of endangering the Faith of their diſciples, or 
for fear of prejudicing their eſteem of —_— 'by ſhewing ſo 
great a readineſs to comply with: the times 3 for they imagin that" 
their p eoplewilt be apt to ſuſpedt the truth of : Chriftianity, when 
they who are the chick Teachers of it, diſcover any unconttancy in 
the molt viſible part of it, which is Gods Publick Worſhip. The appre- 
henlion therefore of doing that which might bring an open ſcandal 
to Religion. prevailed upon ſome of the more conſcientious Teach- 
ers, of the Presbyterian and Independent parties, to refuſe Confor- 
mity to the reeſtabliſkment of the Church of England. Theſe feem 
to be more excuſable than any of the reſi, wakes theis care of Re- 
ligion obliged them to refuſe a compliance, together with the miſtakes 
of theix Congregations, for though they found nothing in the Go- 


vernment of the Church by Biſhops, and in the things enzoyned, 
but 


————> 


: teal Ptrne Proteſtants. ; 39 


but what they could readily embrace, as agreeing with Piety and 
good manners, andthe exaQelt Rules of Gods Holy Word : yer 
becauſe thofe whoſe and Conſciences, they were to have a re- 
rd to in all their actions, wcre prepoſſeſſed by the wickedneſs of 
Vernch times, with ſuch; invincible miſtakes againſt this Church, 
that they could not be perſuaded out of them ::pon a ſudden ; if all 
their Teachers had forfaken them at the alteration of the Govern- 
ment, they might have indangered the intereſt of Religion in their 
Souls, and given them ſtrange prejudices againſt the Holineſs and 
Purity of Chriſtianity, eſpecially in theſe prophane days, in which 
men are too apt to imagin it only a Polztick Contrivance: and the 
rather they would have entertaincd this wicked conceit of Gods Re- 
ligion and Fruth, if their Teachers, whom they looked upon as their 
Examplcs of Piety, and men of great Leaming for the moſt part, 
ſhould have entertained without any demur, thofe very things which 
they or others, but a few years before exclaimed againſt as impious 
and idolatrous, and were generally believed to be fo. The People 
who commonly take things upon truſt, without giving themſelves 
the time to examin their miſtakes, would have wondered to ſee 
men ſo unconftant in their behaviour, ſo changeable for the preſent 
advantages of life, to-embrace ſuch ſeeming impieties, repugnant to 
their blinded Conſciences. Therefore they thought they could do 
no tefs- than comply with their Peoples weakneſs, rather than with 
the Authority of the Nation 3 and chiefly becauſe their People ex- 
preſſed a willingneſs toſupply their neceſhties by their liberal con- 
tributions. The Holy Apoliles of our Saviour Chriſt, ſeemed to have 
been in the ſame caſe after the preaching of the Goſpel, the Con- 
verted Fews were willing to embrace Chrift and his -Doctrine, but 
the Laws of Moſes they were not willing to forſake, becauſe they and 
their whole Nation had fo'great a Devotion for thoſe Ceremonies, 
which they looked upon, to be perpetual and obligatory to their Na- 
tion, in regard of Gods Covenant : that they could not be induced 
to neglect them, though Cheiſt and his Apoſtles had. ſhewed them 
- the intent of them all, which was but to- keep them in expeRation 
of their Saviours _— and the Revelation of the Goſpel Myſteries. 
But when the Apoſtles ſaw no poſhbility of drawing the Jews from 


their Moſaical Obſervances, they connived at them, who.embraced 
Chriſti- 
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#Thrifianicy, and took that courſ®which mig further their accep- 

'-» Ttance of Chriſts Religion. So far were the a= diſſuading them 
from it, that they themſelves yielded roy AlbSuch abſervances, that 
they might not fcandalize the reſt, though @egwwere fully acquainted 

with their infignificancy. By this lance 

miſtakes and the Peoples weaknels, "they 


n ity the! Nations 
which .they were reſolved to 
continue_till Chriſtianity had gained a ſufficient! credit::amongft + 
them: they minded two things, Firſt, The avoiding of all Contro- 
verſiesand difſenſions, which might have riſen to diſturb' the Pub- 
lick Welfare, from the Phariſees extraordinary Devotion for their 
Law. Secondly, The taking away of that, which would have proved 
the greateſt obſtacle amongſt the. Fews to the PR of Chriſts 
Religion, if its firſt reception had commanded them' to forſake 
Moſes and his Ordinances, by which the Prieſtly Order was main- 
tained in its ſplendor. But for the better encouragement of Chri- 
ſtians, they ſuffered Moſes to uſher in Chriſt, and the People to pro- 
fels Judaiſm and Chriſtianity together, betore they would venture, 
to call them away from thoſe carnal Ceremonies, which ended at 
Chriſts Death and Paſſion, In procels of time, St. Pax! to the He- 
brews (hews them their emptine(s and inſigniticancy, and adviſes 
them at laſt, to leave the ſhadows, ſceing they enjoyed the Subſtance 
and the Body. | 

I could heartily wiſh, that as many of the Learned and Conſcien- 
tious Teachers as amongſt our Non-Conforming Brethren, have imi- 
tated the Apoſtles in their compliance with the -peoples. weakneſs, - 
for the avoiding of Scandal and Religions ſake : 'would now at lat 
imitate them in their ſecond endeavors, to undeceive their people, 
now that they are all ſo well acquainted with us and our worthip by 
ſeveral Diſputations 3 that nene but thoſe-whoſe Eyes are wiltully 
ſhut, can conceive any ſuch uncharitable-apinion of us 5 That we arc 
Popilh and Superſtitious in the Service.of, God: Now that they: all 
ſce that the Pape cneeps not; in amongſt them under our white Sur- 
pliccs, and is nat hidden.under our ſuppoſed Altars;-nor that our 
Religious Prayers uſher not- in the Antichriſtian Maſs. Now that 
the Holineſs of our Religion, the lignihcancy of our.Ceremonies, 
the Integrity of our Laws : In a word the Excellency of our Church 
Order and Worſhip, are vilible to all the Nation : It would become. 
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the Wiſdom and Chiiſtian Want of thoſe Learned and Wj 
of the Presby -ar ependent parties, to what is ab 
ready begun, and to/endurage an union with us. The ſamecare 
of Religion which 'obliged them firſt to comply with their Peoples 
miſtakes, calls them 'now to perſuade them out of them, leſt theſe 
miſtakes ſhould gangrene in their Souls through their encourage- 
ment, and turn to the ſubverſion of our Church, and the Proteſtant 
Rcligion in this Nation. I am certain that now Chriſtianity and 
the Souls of theſe men, are in greater danger through your compli- 
ance with them, my reverend | «ay than they would be if you 
did gently deal with them, to ſhew them the lawfulneſs of our practi- 
ces and worſhip, and perſuade them by word and deed to joyn with 
the approved forms and eſtabliſhed Service of God in this Nation. 
For now their obſtivacy is no longer weakneſs but wilfulneſs, no 
longer Conſcience but Reſolution and Averſion. You know ſuffici- 
ently how dangerous it is tonouriſh them up in an abhorrency of 
Truth, and to encourage them in a diſpleaſure _—_— the Profeſſors 
of it. . You know how contrary to the bleſſed diſpoſition of Chriſts 
Diſciples, their temper is, who are not to be reconciled with us and 
their 'own duty, by all the Reaſons and Commands of God and 
Man. You know, and may cafily diſcover in your uſual hearers, if 
you pleaſe to give your ſelves the trouble, ſeveral wicked vices, as 
pride, ſelfconceitedneſs, hypocriſie, hatred, malice, envy, &c. which 
their Non-Conformity alone hath bred and nouriſhed in their Souls. 
Youknow that the bleſſed rules of the Goſpcl, and the (weet temper 
of Chriſts Religion, requires from you another diſpoſition, and other 
carriage than many of you, and moſt of your followers expreſt to us 
coneGethinis, and your Chriftian Governors. If you have a fincere 
to Religion, anda defireto advance Gods Glory on Earth ; 
you will at laſt endeavour a reconciliation, for fcar of the miſchicfs 
which our ſeparation from one another is like' to bring upon us all. 
Remember that a compliance with your Peoples Non-Conformity, 
is no longer ſ{caſonable, in regard of the obſtinacy of thoſe that con- 
tinue in it againſt all Law and Reaſon, You have ſufficiently com- 
plied with their humors, do you-now comply with your obligations 
to God, and Man : you have had a care of the ſalvation of thcir 
Souls, now look to the preſervation of your own, and run not your 
\ G (clve- 
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Tlves into the remedile(s fin of a | and oppolition of 
Gods truth to the laſt, The Apoſiles ini to the Jewiſh 
miſtakes, laboured always to make them of their Error, by 
minding them Kill that Moſes Cer mot needful to be 

obſerved, and at ld them plainly, That 
Galat. they were a denyal of Chriſts coming in the 


Fleſh. It would become your Learning and 
Iategrity, my reverend Brethren, to deal thus plainly wich your Con- 
gregations; if you would be true followers of the Holy Apoſtles. 
Tal chem that Conformity to the Church of: England is no ſucha 
Crime as they have imagined, that they are bound to obey Mans 
Laws when they are not contrary to the Commands of the Goſpel ; 
That they ſhould be reconciled with our Worſhip and Church, and: 
ſtrive to Conform as near as they can to what is required from them z. 
Tell then that Schiſm and Separation fromthe approved way, is a 
grievous ſin, That their Souls are in davger of Damnation by re- 
iiſting and diſabeying the lawful Commands of their Superiors un- 
der God. That they ſhould take heed of not perlitting obſtinatdy 
in their errors, and not to refuſe obedience to the leaft Command of 
the Goſpel when diſcovered to them, Tell them to be more inlove 
with Truth than with Faction, more delirous of meeting with the 
xlt of their Brethren in Gods Worſhip, than fond of their private 
and unlawful meetings, where the Golpel may he Preached, it is 
true, becauſe it is jn oppoſition to their other Brethren, and to the 
Authority of the Nation, they are not warrantable by Gods Word. 
Tcl thery in ſhort, that the Blel.d Goſpel of our Saviour as well as. 
his Intexet and ous. Glory; requires us all co. joyn and-unite toge. 
ther in all Ads of. Piety on Earth, that we may avoid the Devils 
temptations and be more fit to unite together in Heaven, to: fing. 
praiſcs to our great God and Redeemer. Qur Blefſed Saviour, who 
is dead for you as well as for us, and is gone torprepare a place for us 
ia the glorious Manhons of Eternity intends not to receive you by 
your ſelves, and appoint your abaads diſtint from the reſt of Chri- 
tiians : why arc you ſo ſarupulous or {o ſuperſtitious, as for trivia) 
matters now tdivide from us in that Worlkip which is to prepare 
wa fix Gods preſence. O my Erethrep, did we but conſider how: 


vicizulous ourNation appears to our Neighbours, aud to the _ 
nge 


Proteſtants. 43 


to 


Angels above, and:haw?1 ur Diviſions are to our Enemies of 
Rome, we {hould:do for ſhame to have hitherto encoura- 
ged 2 ſeparation ſ@childiff and ill grounded, for no other cauſe but 


the humor and miſtakes of the vulgar ſort,ſecing that it renders us lia- 
ble tethe reproachof Men and Angels, and cauleth us all to be indan- 
ger of the ruin of our worldly intereſt,and what miſchiefs it cauſct'y to 
the Souls of men do you judge. If the reſpedt to Religion be pre- 
tended, examin whether this pretence can avail againſt an apparent 
Duty, or excuſe you from a fubmithion to the Laws of God and 
Man, examin whether at preſent you draw not more evil upon the 
heads of your Followers, and Religion it ſelf, by an bows rok to 
Conformity, than you would by yielding to Reaſon and Law, and 
to your Chriſtian abligations. 

I know that ſome prophane and vicious perfons refuſe to be con- 
formable for other reafons, becauſe they have catt off all reſpects for 
their God and Religion. I know the Jeſuits and the diſguiſed Pa- 
piſts amongſt you, will not Conform to our Church, but cxclaim 
againſt our Religious Worſhip, becauſe they have a wicked deſign 
tomanage theruin of the Nation : But T intend not theſe lines for 
their benefit and peruſal, but only for fuch of our Non-Conforming 
Brethren, whoſe hearts God may at laſt move with a ſence of their 
duty to joy with us in Gods Service. They that hereafter ſhall re- 
fuſe, and contioue in an obltinate refuſal, and in their uſual clamors 
againk us may juſtly be ſuſpe&d for Papilis, or ſome hired to pro- 
mate the Jcfuitical defign,the overthrow of Church and State, Were 
the differences in Religzen betweer us. in tne Fundamentals, s Se- 
paration weald 'be: well grounded, But we all agree in the chief 
Articles of our Faith, we embrace together the! fame Religion and 
Belick, we worſhip the ſame one God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
and expe& Salvation through the Merits of a Crucified Chriſt, we 
ſubſcribe ro the ſame Covenant of Grace, and acknowledge but 
two Sacrarvents 25 Seals, we look upon the Holy Scriptures, as the 
only infallible. Rule. of our Faith and PraQtice 3 In a word we agree 
inallitheefſential parts of che Chriftian' Religion, many of the cir- 
cataftances in- which we' diſagree- are i fo inconfiderable, that if- we 
bad: tot an carneft deſive to contend; they would not be abte td cauſe 
any diſpute; mack;leſs to diſturb the ar peace. Cl wel 
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. The chief differences are about 'Gþ 
Publick Worſhip, for the latter they at 
pertinent, that I ſhall ſay no more in vitk 
than hath been already faid, but _ the.Goys 
the chicf Principles and Maxims, t ve difle 
fion. For weall ſay that in all = Barr: 1 amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, that there is a regard to be had to the Models allowed of and 
appointed by the Holy Apoſtles and Primitive Fathers, That the 
Rulcs of the Goſpel ought not to be oppoſed but obeyed inthe pre- 
{cribing of Laws for the preſervation of Chriſtian Societies. That 
in all Church Government there is a _ regard to be had to the 
end of all Government, which is the fafety of the whole to keep it 
from the attempts of all Enemies and dangers. '' That this maycauſe 
2 variety in Kingdoms and Nations, agreeable to the Governme 
in the State, to the nature and inclinations of the'people and ſevotal 
other cirxcumſiances which are to be weighed in-this Caſe. That 
a Government eſtabliſhed ina Nation by the publick Authoriey, if 
not contrary to-Gods Word and Will, ought net to be refiſted by 
Chriſtian SubjeAts. That every individual Believer muſt not pre- 
ſume to-cenſure and murmur againſt the appointed Order in Church 
or State, or meddle with.the Princes Office and Power. That the 
Government in the Church belongs to the Sovercign Prince under 
God, as well as in the State : and that it is a dangerous preſumption 
for every private perſon to venture to contradi& the -Laws, which 
ſuch Lawtul Princes think convenient in'their wiſdom to'ſerthe: in a 
Chugzch: in theſe and fuch liketruths,'-F' fuppoſtimoſt -of:our. Non- 
Conforming Brethren will agree, with -us. But nevertheleſs, the 
Prcesbyterian will be governed by his Presbytery and Lay-Elders, in a 
fubordination to! Aiſemblies and Synods. :. The twill 
acknowledge no- Orders in the Church but what are appointed in 
his tion, and both refuſe Obedience to Epiſcopal: Autho- 
rity, th ſuitable to the former Rules and Maxims: Epiſcopacy 
recommends to us in Gods Church.a Monarchical Authority, resby- 
tcry would have an Ariſtoctatical mixed with Democracy; the Tnde- 
dent pleads for a Demoeratical. - .T.&, what: purpoſe is this adoe 
ut Government ? it concerns not our Salvation in caſe we behave 
our ſclycs juſtly, righteouſly, and. ſoberly, in this'/preſent world : in 
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caſe we can but lead a«qut peaceable life, in all godlinefs and 
honeſty. As this is the chi ty of every individual Chriſtian, it 
ſhould be our endeavour ad purpoſe in all our ations. The Pres- 
byterian I cy, and thought to mend his condition 
under that Gov nr, he gave an Example tothe Independent to 
forſake Presbytery with hopes of living with more caſe in anew Go- 
vernment, never heard of in the Primitive* Church, unleſs it be a- 
mongſt Hereticks and Enemics of Gods Truth, tor the eltabliſhing 
of this ſtrange Order in this Church, they lay down moſt dangerous 
Dodtrines, contrary to Gods Word and all Reaſon ; for inltance, 
That: every Chriſtian upon the account of 
being ſo, a real Chriſtian, a good man, and Separation no Schiſm, 
a Believer, may be no member of Chriſts vili- yu oppoſition —_ _— 
ble Church, and is not bound to joyn in ex- eng, ia 7 
ternal Communion with it where it may be F 
had. - That a ſuſpicion or a bare perſuaſion of fin in the publick pra- 
Rices commanded by Authority, is faffcient to free both Minitter 
and People from their Obedience, and Licenſe them ro' At- con- 
trary to the ſame, .. That Chriſtians are not ſubje& to Ecclefiaſtical 
Laws, unleſs they be contained in the Holy Scripture, Phat men 
may be Chriſtians without any ſubjection to- Amthority, or depen- 
dency upon Chriſts Church. And ſuch like Do&trines dire&ly con- 
trary to Chrilts great deſign in mans Re- 
demption, which S. Pal tells us was Union, zpbeſcans iis 16; 
That he might reconcile all unto God in one 
Body by . the Croſs. 1: would have theſe my Brethren know, that 
as man 'was created in reſpect toa Socicty, he isalſo redeemed with 
the ſame relation, for we cannot think that :this good Saviour hath. 
freed him from ſtn and the Devils power, tolive by himſelf for eve 
as a Wild Anchorct/in the Deſart,and Mountains ;hehath enkightned 
his followers with that ſpirit, and given them thoſe principles that 
tend to Union and Communion. Therefore St. Paul faith, in 1 Cor. 
xiv. 33+ That God is not the Author of Confuſion but of Peace, 'as 
in all the Churches of the Saints, What means the Apoſtle by Peace? is: 
it that gvery individual Chriſtian fhoald be ſcattered upon theface 
ofthe Earth, and _ the leaſt ſuſpicion or ill grounded prejudice- 
abominate all correſpondency in the Publick Worſhip of God.-thar 
| G 3 he. 
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he ſhould look upon his brethren xetdeemyt 
verned by the ſame ſpirit, and anime wit 
a ſupercilious countenance, and fly fromtgher 

Devil. Yet theſe are the conſequences of ſome af the Independent 
principles. But I ſuppoſe it no difficult tnatter fo reclaim moſt of 
them from ſuch pernicious opinions, which have proved as deſtru- 
ive to their private Congregations, as they have to the Church of 
England, for they tend to encourage diſorder, and to licenſe men to 
calt off all reſpeds to all Governours and Government of what ſort 
ſoever. But methinks if we had that honour for our Nation as 
becomes us, and as other people have for theirs, we ſhould not be 
more fond of the new modes in Government and Gods Worſhip re- 
commended to us by our Neighbours, and impoled upon us by a 
Scotch Frolick, than of the antient and wiſe method and Govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed among us by our Forefathers. Why muſt the new 
bangles and faſhions of ſtrangers affe&> us more than the diſcreet 
conſtructions of our own Chriſtiap Rulers ? Though the e of 
our Nation alter often their habits, methinks in ſo ſerious a bulineſs 
as Religion, Government and Gods Worthip, we ſhould not be 
changeable as we are in our apparel. | -. 

I know the rigid Independents are accuſed for denying the appoin- 
ted maintenance to Miniſters, Tythes, the encouragement of Learn- 
ing and Gods Service they are accuſed for not allowing any ſet 
forms of Prayer, not ſo muchas the Lords Prayer, for not admitting 
any to the Ordinances = ſuch Dane their own fraternity, for 

; enying the Magifiratcs Power : over 'the 

Ser 24: Bays Diflus- Godly, for allowing the killing of all oppo- 
he; ons. ſers. But theſe wicked DoQtrines 1 Gypoſs 
| , * axe not maintained by the moſt toderate 
Independents, who differ fram us chiefly in the Government of the 
Church : in all other things it is likely that they may be brought to 
camply with vs, though at preſent they give themſelves the liberty 
taabule and carp at many other innocent circumliances of the Rdli- 
gion.and Wogthip of the Church of Eagland. | Lo oo 
- I tad wy (lk engaged in' this Jn to give a Reply to's grand 
ji —_ this Advice, and call to Conformity which feerris 
toy by Se. Paxl, in his. Fourteenth Chapter of his Epile 
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tothe Romans, and which js commonly pleaded as an excuſe by our 
Non- Conforming Brethren. That tbey extreamly ſufpet onr pratiices 
end worſhip to be | nd therefore they are not bound to aj againſt a 
dowhting Conſcience, by jayning with us in that which they conceive to be 
xnlarefn!. Agreeable to S. Panl's words in another occaſion and 
caſe, He that doubteth is damned if be eat, becauſe be eateth not of faith, 
for whatſoever is not of faith i ſin. 

This paſſage is but a weak Plea for Non-Conformity in England, 
for the Romans caſe and ours differ in theſe particulars, Their Con- 
troverſies were concerning the aboliſhed Ceremonies of the Fews, or 
the prophane praftices of the Heathen Idolaters, ours are about the 
Lawfal,: Decent; and Religious Ceremonies of Chrittians, Their 
Controverſies were about ſuch matter, as were in themſ{clves ſcan- 
dalous, as cating of things facrihced to Idols, partaking with the Ido- 
laters in a Heathen Temple, or obſerving the Fofti and Nefafti, days 
of good or ill lack, according to the Roman perſuaſion : but our 
Diſputes are for ſuch things as all acknowledge to be harmleſs and 
innocent. The Romans were newly Converted to Chriſtianity, and 
therefore many weak in Faith were not to be diſconraged by the 
liberty other men allowed themſclves, we in Ezgland methinks, 
ſhould be well grounded and fetled in the Chriltian Religion, and 
pot to be diſcouraged trom its Profetſion by every trifle. The things 
in Controverſie were never cnjoyned, or looked upon by the Rulers 
of that Church as tit to be praQtifſed, and of any decency in Gods 
Worſhip, our matters in difpute are approved by the Authority of 

the Nation, and every true hearted Exgl;fh Soul, is bound by the un- 
deniable Laws of God as well as by Mans Laws, and for the credit of 
the Nation, as well as for the preſerving of publick Peace and Unity, 
to Subrait and Cenform. Do you think in Conſcience, that in ous 
calc if S. Paridid live amongjt us, that he would bid you not Cone 
form, Bcemuſe you. are damned if you Confarm doubting. He that tells 
you in the former Chapter, verl. 16. Be of the ſame neind. one towards 
avether, Mind nat bigh things, but condeſtend to men of low eft ate. Be 
net wiſe in your axon conceite. - And in the hftecoch Chapter, ver{. 5. 
Be ye liky minded ane temards anctber, that yo way with one mind and 
with one mouth glarifie God, even the F atber of aur Lord Jeſus Choi. 
Think ye that he-would have opened fo wid? a gap to Non-Con- 


formity, 


formity, and to the ſiniſter deſigns of atsand Hereticks. Think 
ye that he would have given this liberty\o diſturb the Churches 
Peaee, to theſe Sons of Tumult and Divi to\ tell them that a 
groundleſs ſuſpition of ſin in the practices of the Charch, or the bare 
pretence is ſufficient to juſtife their irregularities, diſorders, (chiſms, 
ſeparation and diſobedience to the Commands of their Superiors, 
He that tells you that ye muſt needs be ſubjeft for Conſcience ſake, would 
he have ſaid that a naked excuſe, or a meer immagination of fin in 
the things enjoyned, frees you from all ſubjetion, and | a you 
liberty to diſobey the Magiſtrate in indifferent mattres. you to 
prefer your wilful ſuſpitions or groundlels fancies, to thedeclarations 
of your Brethren and Chriſtian Rulers, to imagin fan in that which 
they: think not only lawful, but alſo needful to be praftiſed. This 
General Rule Whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin, verl. 23. is miſapplicd 
toour caſe, and is not to be allowed as a lawful excuſe for the omil- 
fion of an apparent duty, for there are none of our Non-Conformiſts 
but might eaſily attain to that Knowledge and Faith, which might 
zuſtifie their Unity with us. Were they living amongſt the Canibals 
or in the darkneſs of Popery, or Heatheniſh Idolatry, where none 
were able to remove their doubts, to ſatisfie their minds, and inform 
. their Conſciences, this plea might be ſo long 
Calig. aut hd] Sole, Quin= allowable till they were able to gain more 
fil. knowledg, But for them to ſhut their eyes 
toall the beams of light, and their ears to all 
the Reaſons, Arguments, and Perſuaſions, of the Doors of the 
Church of England, and to ſay we are blind, we don't believe, we 
are not perſuaded, and therefore our Conformity without Faith 
would be a fin, is a moſt ridiculous pretence, unto which meer ne- 
ceſſity drives them who are obſtinatcly reſolved to the contrary, Sup- 
poſe a'Heathen.or a Papiſt ſhould have had the ſame advantages as 
you have to underſtand the Truth, and as ſtrong invitations to make 
of the Goſpel, would you allow them this pretence- to 
excuſe themſelves from embracing the Goſpel? Why did not the 
Presbyterians and Independents approve of. this Plea in thoſe whom 
they caſtout of their Aſſemblies for Religions ſake, and would not 
admit them to.cammunion ? Men muſt take heed in this 
offuck general Rules which the Devil is wont to wrelt, to promote 
YENC his 
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his own wicked; purpoſe. But in this caſe you will ſay what ſhall 
we do? what courſe ſhallwe take? for our Conſciences have gotten 
fach a command/ overivis and our judgments through ſuch like per- 
ſuaſions, that we can enjoy no peace within our breaſts, if we com- 
ply with you,in things ſdcoutrary to our principles. We are as much 
afraid to hear your prayers, as to worſhip before an Idol of Stone or 
Timber, to ſee a white Surplice, as to allilt at Maſs, to have a Croſs 
upon-our Childrens forcheads as to receive the marks of the Beaſt : 
In a word, 'weare as rmuch afraid to ſubmit our ſelves to your Wor- 
ſhip and the Government of Biſhops, as to Apoſtatize from Chrift, 
and forſake Chriſtianity. This fear and theſe perſuafions cannot 
calily be overcome., what advice therefore would you give ns that 
we in this caſe, might take that Courſe, which may agree in ſome 
reſpects with our iigaticns to our Superiors, and favour us a little 
in our weakneſs, that we may not do any thing to diſturb the peace 
of aur Conſciences, which youſay are mif-led. 
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CHAP.V. 


Seafonable and Chriſtian Advices for our Non-Conforming 

rethren, who are poſſeſſed with ſuch ſirong prejudices 

againſt the Church of England, that they cannot eaſily 
overcame them: and a Reconciliation propoſed, @ © 


Will freely grant what you would have us believe, that you are 

I afraid-by 4 compliance with our Church to wound your Conſci- 
ences, brto at contrary to your perſuaſion, which you think to be 
well grounded : and*that- by ſuch a Jootetig you ſhould diſturb 
the quiet-of your Souls, as when Conſcientious men commit a fin a- 
gainft Cods Laws. Yet my Brethren in this caſe your reſolved 
nar Page is not EE : nor y wy Chriſtian 
ence, bveaule your Superiors to whoſe Judgments, Reaſon and 

Dary, teiickes you to-yicld a little, condemns it as prejudicial to the 
pablck: and becanfe it is ſoapparemtly ——_— to Peace and all 
Chriſtian 


/ 
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Chriſtian vertues which Unity and Woifermity. in Religion are 
wont to nouriſh- in a Socicty.. Therefore Iw'this cafe for your own 
quict and the publick. Peace, I adviſe you cy* Brethren to obſerve a 
medium between a {trift Conformity and a Noft-Conformity, until 
fuch time as you can be better. informed, and to praiſe theſe follow- 
ing Rules, which will infallibly give your Souls and Conſciences ſa- 
' tisfaction, and anſwer in ſome _ your obligations to your 
Superiors. under God, ; as: well as the publick peace of. the 
Church.. However I am certain you are bound by Gods Holy Word 
to abſerve theſe Rules 3 that.though the caſe were as you ſuſpe&,l am 
certain, that if you will govern your {elves by them, your Non-Con- 
formity, will be leſs dangerous to your Souls, more excuſable before 
God, and leſs hurtful to the Nation, | 
I. Abſtain from all diſreſpeAtul words, flanderous reports, baſe 
aſperſions, and railing accuſations, and unworthy imputations of 
our Government, Wor{hip -and Orders of the Church. Suffer-not 
your ſuſpicions of ſin to break out into an open injuſtice and filthy 
language. If your judgments be infected,defile not your tongues with 
the ſame pollution, Let a Chriſtian moderation bridle in that liberty, 
which men commonly give themſelves, of ſpeaking any thing againſt 
that which they cannot phancy, and let not your miſtakes appear far- 
ther than your own Souls. This reſtraint is moſt-juſt, reaſonable, and 
agreeing with the paſſages of Gods Bleſſed Word, for it is but juſt 
that you ſhould: abſtain from abufing that Church and Government, 
which ſecures your Lives and Eſtates, from which your Forefathers 
and many ef. you, havereceived-the advantage of. being Chriſtians; 
It was a great ihgratitude in one of the Sons of Noah, to reveal and 
{port himſelf with-che fight of his Fathers Nakedneſs. Te is as great 
an ingratitude in the Engliſh Subjects, and deſerves as ſevere a Curſe, 
to blaze abroad and: delight to publiſh.in every Company: the ſuſ- 
=_ nakedneſs of their Mother the Church of.Eagland, from whoſe 
reafts they have fuitked many benefits. It is very remarkable that 
when the Children of Iſrael were going into the Land of Canaan, to 
live amorgk the Heathens, God: gave them this Commandment for 
the preſervation of the publick Peace of his People, which would have 
been broken, if they had by their unhandſom Language,” tixred up 
the Hearhens jealoulie for the. Honour of theix Gods. .' They foalt not 
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revile the Gods, nor curſethe Rſilers of thy People, Exod. xxii. 28. They 
differcd in efſential'matters of Religion, yet God would not ſuffer 
his People to rail againſt choſe falſe Divinitics, Icſt that might diſ- 
quict and diſturb the publick tranquillity. And for that very cauſe 
when the Fews were in Captivity in Babylon, ercmizh ſent them 2 
Letter by Gods Command, To ſeek, the peace of the City whither they 
were carried away Captives, and pray unto the Lord for it, for in the peace 
thereof ſhall ye have peace, Jerern, xxix. 7. The Fews were Gods 
People, the Babylonians were Idolaters, yet God would not ſuffer 
them to defame or ſpeak any thing, which might hinder the peace 
of that Kingdom. Likewiſe it was obſerved by the Town- Clerk 
of Epbeſis, in his harangue to the People in their uproar, That the 
Chriſtians were neither Robbers of Churches, nor yet Blaſpbemers of the 
Goddeſs Diana. As xix. 37. And the Heathens coufld commend 
the Chriſtians for their moderation, and diſ- 

cretion in this reſpe&. And is it juſt, that you FJrſtin Martyr. 

my Brethren, ſhould be continually reviling 

and blaſpheming that Worſhip and Religion, whereof the eſtabliſh- 
ment renders ye quiet in the poſſeſſion of your Eſtates : That Rcli- 
gion and Worſhip, againſt which you have nothing but Suſpicions, 
and not ſuch Allegations as the Fews had againſt the Babyloniſh, and 
as the Chriltians had againſt the Heatheniſh Religion. Our Peace 
I confeſs is not diſturbed in that manner as theirs had been, had they 
treated the Heathens as many of you do us, for you have to deal 
with thoſe Chriſtians, that look upon you as Brethren, and can ſuffer 
affronts and diſgraces with patience, but our moderation excuſes 
not the violent and uncharitable expreſſhons and blaſphemies too 
much in uſe amongſt the indiſcreeteſt of our diſſenting Brethren. 
Whatever therefore be your thoughts and ſuſpicions of us, let your 
words be modeſt, and let them favour of that Chriſtian Charity 
which we ſhould entertain for ore another. 

II. Seek not to propagate your diſpleaſures againſt our Church 
and Worſhip,nor to gain Proſelytes to your Sects. You have but ſuſ- 
picions of fin tolay to our Charge,no real Accuſations.no open Idola- 
try, nor plain Superſtition to fatten upon our Church and Worthip: 
though this ſuſpicion as you pretend,is ſufficient to excuſe your Non- 
Contormity, it may not haye the ſame effe& upon others; that 
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which is but a ſuſpicion in you, are an Article of Faich 
in a Diſciple, for Error like the Snow-ball joan axcaleth the farther 
it gocs, Education and Cuſtom will cauſe yqps Children to abomi- 
nate, what you look upon to be tolerable, t you Xx g them up in 
an averſion for it. It is obſerved concerning hereticks and miſtakes 
| in Religion, that their Diſciples were fax 
Matt. XXXiit. 15» more the Children of Hell than their Maſters, 
and moxe violent and more extravagant in 
their.deviations from the Truth. It is therefore very dangerous to 
draw into the ſame groundleſs ions unexperienced Souls, who 
arc apt to improve miſtakes to the diſturbance of the publick and 
their own damnation : If therefore you will not bein love with your 
prejudices, take heed how you being up your Ohildren in ſuch per- 
ſuaſions, as may haſten their ruin and the Nations calamities, And 
if you cannot prevail upon your ſelves to forſake your opinions, be 
not ſo fond of your diſtemper to communicate it to others, but cn- 
courage them in the performance of their duties, 
HI. Givenotcreadit too unadviſedly to the ill reports that concern 
the Church and its Government, for there is nothing that increaſeth 
ſo much the diſpleaſure againſt it, as that wicked policy of our Ad- 
verſaries. They miſrepreſent us to the. people, and deal with us as 
the Jeſuits in Spain do with the Proteſtants condemned to the fire, 
they cloath them with Paper Coats and Caps, all coyered over with 
ſhapes of Devils and ſtrange chimera's to render them-more frightful 
to the vulgar ſort: thus do our ſubtil enemies cover us-over with 
the figures of Devils, Idolatry, Superſtition and Crimes, which when 
wc£ll examined will hn to.be only the effects of their malice ra- 
ther than expreſſions of our delervings. 

IV, Search with diligence into the differences between us, take 
the afhftance of Gads Holy-Word, inquire into our Practices and 
Bclicf, and by Prayer endeavour to underſtand the Truth, that you 
may earn to praQiſeit, We dare appeal to the Judgments of the 
molt moderate of you, we are no ſuch Idolaters as ſome would have. 
There is nothing of Superſiition enjoyned in our Church : we will 
be tried by Gods Ward, and the ſound interpretation of the Holy 
Fathers, Read aver Mr. Hooker's Eeoleſisſtical Policy, commended by 
our Royal Martyr. Read his Opinion of our Chyrch "_ and 
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Government in his patable Book, His judgment is worthy to 


be looked npon.. I have gver efteemed, ſaith he, | 
the Church of nd the beſt Profeſſion of In a Letter to the 
Religion, becauſe i wet neareſt to Gods Word Prince of Wales. 
for Dofirine, and to the Primitive Examples for 
Government, Read Biſhop Bancroft, Downham, Hall, Bilſon, and 
Dr. Taylor agginft Presbytery, in Vindication of the Church of England, 
Read our later Diſputations about the matters in queſtion between 
Us, 6c. | 
V. Drawas near to us in your Religious Worſhip, as your Con- 
ſciences will ſuffer you, endeavour to alliſt at Prayers, and if you 
can have no Devotion inwardly, however exprets outwardly that 
reſpe&, that is due toyour God whom we adore, Whatever you pre- 
tend, I cannot think any of you ſo extraordinary miſtaken as to think 
that a Crime, which we reckon a Duty, and ſo Superſtitions as to 
(cruple at an attendance with us in our Service of God, If thercfore 
you be willing to attain to a freedom from all theſe nicetics,and fears, 
be frequent at the publick Prayers of the Church. If you cannot at 
firſt haveany Devotion, this frequentation will ſoon bring you to a 
right reliſh of thoſe Petitions, and that way of Worlhip, and the 
ſooner, if you will obſerve the motions of the Body enjoyncd in the 
Common-Praycr 3 for this ſubmiſſion and this cuſtom will have a 
ſpeedy influence upon your minds, and cauſe your Souls to joyn in 
the ſame reſpeds to God. Certain it is that the nearneſs of relation 
between the Soul and the Body, will beget a mutual compliance 
between the Actions of the one and the Aﬀetions of the other ; ſo 
that the oftcn practiling of things muſt needs reconcile us to thoſe 
rformances, and remove the (trongeſt prejudices which are not 
ounded in reaſon, nor ſtrengthned by Divine Revelation, nor any 
worldly intcrelt, which in this cauſe ought to have no hand. It 
therefore any weak Brother cannot at preſent comply with the Devo- 
tions of the Church of Eng/and, if he finds an inward repugnarcy 
for our publick Prayers, which hinders him from receiving that bc= 
nefit and comtort thereby intended : Let him follow and try my 
adyice but a few months, let him force his Body to obſerve all the 
motions-of reſpe&t commanded in the Rubrick : lee him ftand up 
when we giveglory to God and ling _— his praiſcs; let him knecl 
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in Praycr, and outwardly obſerve a du&®Rewerence, and he ſhall find 
that his former averſion will inſenſibly - wear away, and by degrees 
he will bring his Soul to a hearty and: Rho compliance with 
our godly Forms of Prayer, which before he could never uſe with 
any ſatisfaQtion to his mind :'He ſhall find his unhappy humor of diſ- 
content evaporate it ſelf, and his Body draw after the Soul and its 
facultics toa fincere worſhipping of our good God, in the manner 
that is praiſed amongſt us. This and many other direQions to 
this ſame purpoſe I recommend to your peruſal, my Brethren, who 
are willing to be cured of all prejudice againſt our Church and Wor- 
ſhip, you ſhall nd them in my Chriſtians Devotions and Direfory, now 
in the Preſs, 

However I would adviſe you, for your own and the Churches 
Peace, todraw as near as you can to us,and be frequent in the offering, 
up of the Prayers of the Church, for this propinquity will both ac» 

quaint you with the innocency of our practices, and free you from 
all thoſe idle and needleſs apprehenfions of fin, which a diſtance from 
us begets- and nouriſhes in your minds. 

Many other Seaſonable Advices I could give you to the ſame pur- 
poſe, but the compendiouſneſs of this Tract ſuffers me not to en- 
large. 

f you were deſirous of a reconciliation, there are ways to be found 
out tobring us all together : And though weſtand at ſuch a diſtance, 
and entertain ſach unreaſonable animoſities againſt one anothers 
perſons and praQices, I dare engage to offer to you my Brethren, 
ſuch propoſals as may agree with molt of your Conſcriences, and 
with the honour of our Church, and the Majeſty of our Laws, with 
a little mitigation, Our Governors no doubt will be willing to 
embrace ſuch amongſt you as lead a good Life, and toencourage 
your Conformity by all poſſible means. Negle& not this motion 
but anſwer it with a Chriſtian compliance. You lhall tind us all 
both Clergy and People, ready to receive you, for we have in this 
Nation ſuch Worthy, Wiſe, Learned, and Chriſtian Rulers in the 
Church, as no Nation can ſhew the like : nor was ever our Church 
better furniſhed with able Divines, skilPd in all kind of Learning,nor 
more remarkable for their Wiſdom, Piety, and Moderation. You 
ſtall find our Bithops for the Publick Peace of the Church, ready to 
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condeſcend to your w nall ſuch things, as ſhall agrce with 
their Conſciences, the ur and good of the Church, and the 
preſervation of his Majeftics Authority. 

This Nation wag never bleſſed with a more merciful, mild and 
more gracious Pxinee, more willing to be govern'd by Law and Rea- 
ſon, an Enemy of blood and violence. You ſee that he bears with 
your infirmities, ſuffers you to take that liberty in matters of Religi- 
on, which the ſeverity of the Law condemns. His goodneſs and ex- 
cellent diſpoſition is an invitation to you : Abuſe not his Royal Fa- 
vors to your own prejudice andthe publick wrong 3: Lec his Reign 
be Bleſſed with an accommodation of thoſe differences, which have 
involved us already in unſpeakable Miſcries and woful.Tragedies. 

Some of our Governors need not be adviſed toa Chriſtian modera- 
tion.and a kind reception of the weak Brethren. This Noble and Sca- 
ſonable Vertuc hath gained the greateſt part of conliderable Towns'to 
Conformity, and won them the eſteem of all 
their people.For though it is not ſafe to com- The preſent Bijhop of Bath 
ply with Schiſm and FaQtion, by falling away nd Wells, by a kind and 
trom our Duty, and the: obſervance of the &mrow behaviour, hath 

r . ; , uy one much good 4n Taun- 
Laws, there is a wiſe behaviour in requiring ,n amongſt the Noncon- 
obedience with meckneſs and Chriſtian com- formiſs. 
placency,which prevails more upon the minds 
of men, than that furious zeal which would have fire to come down 
from Heaven upon all oppolers. 

I dare ingage to you, my Non-Conforming Brethren, if you will 
diſcover the leaſt forwardneſs to this bleſſed Union : All the Biſhops, 
Clergy, and good People of the Land will rejoyce, and that ſuch 
conditions ſhall be granted to you, which Reaſon, Conſcience, and 
your own Intereſt will require you to accept. O that you would 
therefore all defire and ſeck for this Union with us in Gods Holy 
Worſhip, and thereby ſecure the publick Peace of the Church, the 
proſperity of your King and Country, from all wicked attempts of 
Barbarous Enemies. O that you would but prefer this your intereſt 
of your Soul and Body, and the indiſpenſable obligations to the 
Laws, to your own unadviſed phancies or the jealoulics of blinded. + 
and deluded Conſciences. 


CHAP. VI. 


An Exhortation to all the Learned, Piow, and Chriſtian 
Teachers amongſt our Non-Conforming Brethren, to pre- 
vent in time the Nations ruin, by an Onity with ws ; and 
to lay aſide all Prejudice and Partiality. 


E look upon many of you to be men of great Learning, and 
Exemplaty Picty, ſome of you by your Religious Works, 

have gained an eſteem ainongſt all the Reformed Churches : your 
Lives atc ſaid to be anſwerable to your Do- 

Mr. Baxter's Works. ctrines. Many are enlightned, inſtructed, and 
perſuaded from fin by your Teaching : as 

therefore a Roman ſaid of a good man on the contrary ſide, Utinane, 
I could repeat the word a thouſand times, Vtinam noſter eſſes, would 
toGed that you and we were but one, would toGod that you would 
joyn with us, and be perſuaded to unite in one Religion and Wor- 


The multitudes that throngiat your Aſſemblies, look upon you 
alſo to be nien that make Conſcience of your ways. By your Preach- 
ing they ſee that you are not _— of the Holy Scriptures, and of 
the Revealed Will of God. at can wy conclude from henc 
arid your abhorrency of us, but that you rhult be more quick-fi ted 
than they are, to ſpy an Error in our Worſhip and Prayers, ſome- 
thing of Idolatry, and unlawful to praQtiſe, which cauſes you to 
ſeparate from us for fear of a defilement. I know ſeveral perſons 
that this conſideration alone hath prejudiced fo far againſt us, that 
they have told me and cannot be perſuaded to the contrary, that 
there muſt needs be ſomething of Superſtition in our Church, for iſe 
fo many Learned men wonld never ftand at ſuch a diftance from us, others 
have caſt all the fault upon your Conlſciences, as it your Conſci- 

ences 


men, were to- be blinded and miſtaken in 
$3 Whats free for me to pradiſe, ſome have 
my mers Gonſtiences cannet allow. Your pious 
Gaaves m the eyes of the world, ſtrengthens 
Me dpinion of you, and finifter opinion of us and 
mt chey look upon us as formalilts, temporiſers, 
men-pleaſers, worldlings, and our-Rulers as Perfecutors, to Enadt 
choſe juſt Laws, which tend to thepreſervation of the Nations Peace, 
and” Hohour, © For Gods ke begin now coundeceive thern, faffer 
not'your-: ix <ontinue-for ever In their dangerous miſtakes, 
which nouriſhey envy, hatred; malice, diſpleaſuve, and keeps them in 
that! hainous and crying -Sin before God: Schiſm, wen cauſes 
once the Earth = nog infernal jaws to : | ' 
devour the firſt Authors of it alive. Numbers xvi. 
ogy offer ny 
theirs 3. for- a are by their ſeparation, 
and the vioes nouriſhed "in them by tis Giving, will be charged 
upor you by. our-great / Judge at the laſt Tribunal. ' And why will 
you load your ſelves with other mens Crimes ? Have you not miſ- 
carriages :enough of your own to Anſwer for ? Were it not for you 
and your -Retigious Carriage, all your people would be caſily per- 
ſuaded to liſtew'to Reaſon and their Duty to.che Church. But as you 
have hitherto kept up the Faction for Reaſons that we may chance 
to be ignorant v- > Now let me tell you, that you indanger both the 
Bodies a andthe Souls, the prefent- and the: future intereſt . of your 
Congregations : 1f you you. -will yet ſifly refale-a Compliance and an 
Union armed. 7 You ſee the condition'of this Nati- 
on,the matice and deli s ofour Eneraics, the danger that hangs over 
our heads; you ſee advantage our diviſions in- Religion are 
likely to give them, how they e - owed to-keep us aſunder, and 
hugh at our follies and needleſs difſenſions : Lo will you befriend 
the Pope and his Papiſts? why will you neu them Ns you _ 
and employ your Gifts and-Talenes, to- 
and ruin your People and their Pofterity ?- Dove t = think, has 
theſe quartels between Proteftants, have' increaſed the nuthber. of 
Atheiſts and Papiſts?-7 It: hath been the uſual  ereafort .by 
thele tr Jeſuits to delade poor. Souls ns Ik if 
tel 
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tell them,that we among{t our ſelyes wens cx agreed, what Re- 
ligion to chuſez and that thoſe of the Retqrmmed:Religion were, ab 
ways jangling, about Fundamentals. - And haw prophanc/aud 
looſe perſons have been glad to catch at this actafon $0 excule then- 


ſelves trom obſerving the Laws of God, ; be aÞii toni ar). 
| Beſides, conſider what danger thoſe poor Sails are ir) that are your 
the Nevil holds faltby thoſe iroug bands of iniquity, prog pride, 
Hngularity, hatred, envy, (chiſm, &c, and'drags ta Ecernaldinina- 
tion without Repentance and the Merits of > en reyms Opcu 
your. Eyes therefore -my Beloved Brethren,: look to your own, ' your 
Covgregations, the Nations, and the publick danger : and the Lord 
of his Mercy open your Hearts;to. have fome compatlion of them and 
your ſelyes, that you may bring .a ſpeedy remedy to theſe diſtempers 
in the Church, which will never be cured withou you, 

I commeud the-Jefuits ip Chino, for their wiſdom and diſcretion 
in complyingaud joyning with.che Proteſtant. Merchants in all Du- 
ries of 'Religion,and they with the Jeſuics in the parts.of Gods Wor- 
ſhip which are hawful, however they abſlain from all Diſputes, and 
Quarrels.about Chrittian Religion. before the Brahmans and the Hea- 
chens, left that'the differences.in Religion might.not appear:to them 
and hinder their embracing Chriſtianity, Cannot we obſerve tie 
{Came policy ? we have much more xeaſon than they, our differences 
are not conliderablc., Ceaſe therefore to canton. your ſelves, and keep 
up your FaGtions. . Why will you-for worldly intereſt or any carnal 
end, bring, Chrifts Church in d to. utter rain? If you cannot 
beſcn(ible of the Natiops danger, by that which have already repre- 


{ented, Conlider that in the hte burly the Weſt, upon a falſe 
Alarm of the French. being landed y of Dorſet-ſhire, Come 


of the fierceſt Presbyterians and ; .ax-ſuch at leatt as 
pretended that Religion to. excuſe themſelves from. an. attendance 


upon the Publick Qrdinance,, had 'combined -t .to plunder the 
Houſes of. Rich Miviſters, Gentlemen and Wealthy,Farmers, if there 
had-beea:apy Truth ii the Invation. -. - Fo. 


My Reverend Bredbren, 4 deſecch you far. the- Lords fake, con- 
Eder, ſeriouſly this particular, that will diſcdver to you the. preſent 


diſpakitions 'of our dilſenting Brethrep,. and the future davges of 
ft | cix 
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Church. Animofity is increaſed t6 that 
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their Di lingffrom J 
ight in their Souls, chit the Bleſſed Rules of the Goſpel are not rc- 
&d, that thif Laws Human and Divine will be trampled under 
Foe, hat Phundes, Rhbbcrics, and Maſſacres, will be the end of 


; » ba'Z - , , 
your teaching milyoFchem not to joyn with us. I cannot think 
that any of you will #pprove of ſuch wickedneſſes as theſe, yet theſe 
you may ſee to beſthe fruits of our Diviſions in frivolous matters of 
Religion. 1 know your zealous Teaching hath had better effects 
upon more Conſcientious Suuls : but under the Skirts of your Sects, 
you know many. Hypocrits and Villains ſhroud themſelves, to a&t 
their evil purpoſes under a more plauſible Covert. Harbor not ſuch 
Enemies as theſe, encourage them not in their diſſenting from us, 
butlead them by your Examples and Teaching, at leaſt to an Obe- 
diencetoour Laws and Government in the Church and State, and 
to an outward Conformit; to the Worſhip of our God amongſt us, 
according toSt., Paxls Exhortation to you, in the Second of his Epi- 
file to the Philippians : If there be any conſolation in Chrilt, if any cons- 
fort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit if any bowels and mercies, Fulfit 
ye my joy, that ye be like minded, baving the ſame love, being of one accord, 


of one mind. 
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